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T'o His Excellency Tue PresipenT or TaE UniTED STATES, and
The Honorable TaE SEcrRETARY oF WaAR, A
TuE SECRETARY oF TEHE Navy, and
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY of the United States.

24

The undersigned, Wm. T'. G. Morton, M. D., respectfully repre-
sents and makes known—That he, the undersigned, is the original and
first discoverer of Practical Anesthesia, and that he holds the letters
patent of the United States for said discovery and for certain means of
applying the sdime; which said letters patent bear date the twelfth day
of November,.in the year 1846, and do grant to the undersigned and
his assigns, fog’the term of fourteen years from the date thereof, the
exclusive right and liberty of using, and vending to others to be used,
the said discavery of Practical Anzsthesia; to which said letters patent
of record in the U. S. Patent Office*he respectfully refers.

The undersigned, from motives which must be apparent from the
nature of the subject, and re'ying upon the justice and magnanimity,
first, of his own government, and then of all other civilized governments,
‘has not hitherto exercised his legal rights by suits at law for damages, or
Injunctions to prevent the use of a discovery which has happily proved
- g0 beneficent to humanity. Nor would he now take any step by way
of departure from his previous course, but that his forbearance is sought
to be turned to his disadvantage, and objection is made to granting
compensation by an act of Congress, on the ground that he ought to
enforce his right under his patent against the officers of the United
States using his discovery in the Military, Naval and Marine service,
and against all persons violating the same.

These considerations have determined the undersigned to adopt this
course. He therefore with great reluctance respectfully asks, that the
encouragement given to private individuals to violate his patent, through
the non-observance thereof by the government itself, may be no longer,
continued, and that the honorable Secretaries will either purchase the
right to use said discovery in the respective branches of the public ser-
vice, or that they will immediately issue the necessary ofders to the
medical officers and others under their official control to desist from:
further infringing his patent right in the premises.

WM. T. G, MORTON, M. D.
Washington, June 15, 1854.

The undersigned members of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives concur in recommending that the right to use Dr. Morton’s dis-
covery, commonly cal'ed ¢Practical Anesthesia,’’ be purchased for
the. public service, or that the use thereof be discontinued, because the
government is manifestly bound by its own patent duly issued to respect
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the said discovery as private property,and because,éprivate property’

ought not to be ¢“¢aken for public use without jus"ﬂcompensation.”.' s

James C. Jones,
Ben. Fitzpatrick,
S. AdaMns,

Jas. Shields,

J. D. Bright,

J. P. Walker,

J. B. Thompson,
Chas. T. James,
H. Hamlin,
Charles Sumner,
Julius Rockwell,
James Cooper,
W. M. Gwin,

G2 CF Clayii,
J. M. Clayton,
1John B. Weller,

M. S. Latham,
W. R. Sapp,
Hendrick B. Wright,
Jacob Shower,
T. R. Westbrook,
R. H. Stanton,
Alex. De Witt,
Sam’l P. Benson,
C. M. Straub,
Sam’l Mayall,
John B. Macy,
E. W. Farley,
Wm. Cullom,
John Wheeler,
Wm. Barksdale,
William S. Barry,
James L. Orr,
Em. Etheridge,
Fred. P. Stanton,
H. H. Johnson,

. W.R. Smith,

“H. L. Stevens,
"Thomas B. Florence,

T P

J. W. Willjaihs,
Philip Allen:‘?é b 11
A. G. Brown,
W. K. Sebastjan,,
Samuel Houston,

R. W. Jolhinsohs.
Arch. Dixon, -
Geo. W. Jonés,.
Ino. Bell, ke
J. P. Bejaminj "
Henry Dodge, .
A. C.Dodge, "o -
B. F. Wade, &3 7"
S. P. Chase, 7 "
1S. R. Mallory, 2z
tWilliam H. SeWayd.
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James Knox,
E. B. Washburne,

P gL s

.J. A. McDougall,
W. H. Witte,

C. B. Curtis,
Bernhart Henn, -
Geo. Vail,

Asa Packer,

D. Stuart,

James Abercrombie,
D. B. Wright,

F. K. Zollicoffer,
Daniel Mace,
_Gerrit Smith,

A. Oliver, '
Charles W. Upham
Thomas D. Eliot,
A. C. M. Pennington,
Ner Middleswarth,
I. Washburn, jr.,
Thomas Davis,

J. Z. Goodrich,

*Constitution United States, Amendment, article V.

 Mr. Mallory, Mr. Seward, and Mr. Weller sign under the following qualiﬁcati(;n:
I respectfully suggest that the patentee of the anzsthetic agent, known as Dr. Morton’s
discovery, should receive from the United States a liberal compensation for their past and

fature use of it,

-




Peter Rowe,.
W. S. Ashe;

o Wm. M\'lweed‘

W.A. Biéhardson,
James S. (Jhusman,
Willis Allén,
Ji B, Cook, 4
b Y ho;lon,
BES Biooks,
Charles Hughes,
A. B. Gteetiwood,
C. S. Hill,
John- Wbutwonh,
John C:8Breckinridge,
JER, Gﬁddmgs, g
Sam’l H. Walley,
Ed. Wade,
W, Wy "Boyce,"
J.'O% Allen,
L."M. Keitt,
G. Dean, o
D. A. Reese, .
" M. H. Nichols, "’
John Kerr, ;
Sam’l Caruthers,
N.‘B. Banks;r.,
Jared C. Peck,
John Robbins, jr.,
B. B. Thurston,
M. Oliver,
Thos. M. Howe,
Ben C. Eastman,
R. C. Puryear,
Sion H. Rogers,
R. M. Bugg,
W. P. Hauris,

Edward Dickinson,
N. G. Taylor,
Richard Yates,
Henry Bennett,*
Roland Jones,

James J. Lindsléy,
J. S. Harrison,

John G. Miller,

John M. Elliot,
William Preston,
Wm. M. Churchwell,
J. Wiley Edmands,
Samuel C. Crocker,
B. W. Peckham,
Win. Everhart,
Thomas Richey,
Joseph R. Chandler,
Alvah Sabin,

A. E. Maxwell,

J. F. Dowdell,

T. S. Russell,
Bishop Perkins,

J. Glancy Jones,

G. R. Riddle,

H. M. Shaw,

. 3. DAEaller;
Lewis D. Camnpbell, -
Daniel Wells, jr.,

A. W. Lamb,

Ji s, laylon,

George Hastings,

O. R. Singleton,
Thos. W. Cumming.
L. M. Cox,
P. Phillips,
A. Harlan.
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Note.—The subjoined papers are added for the purpose of exhibit-
ing some of the evidences in the possession of the patenleg, (of which
he is prepared to exhibit many others,) that the subject hgs undergone
a far more thorough investigation than usually attends, the-assertion of
a patent right. They are presented to notice from an honest and ex-
cusable prige, although, for the purpose of securing his rights, they are
superfluos, since it is enough, in a question between.the grantor and
grantee, that the patent has been granted. 'These ‘papers, however,
are esteemed valuable, since they show, 1st, the opinion of eminent
counsel as to the validity of the patent; 2d. The proof.of the use of
the patent, without compensation, in the Army, Navy, and Marine
hospitals,and thegreatvalueattached toitby the medical staffiof the Army
and Navy; 3d. The opinions of the medical profession geherally, at
home and abroad; and finally, the conclusions of the Massachusetts
General hospital, and of committees of both Houses of Congfess; after
thorough examination of the whole subject. = When it is observed, in
connection with this, that the memorial to the Executive is endorsed
by a majority of each House of Congress, it is supposed that no doubt
can remain upon the subject.

Extract from Report of Select Committee House of Representatives,
1852, stating conclusions in which seven committees of the two
Houses of Congress, respectively, have concurred.

Dr. Morton has, within a few days, received the expression of the
Academy-in the more acceptable form of their largest gold medal.
The prize awarded to him, as above stated, being of an amount not
absorbed by the medal, has been appropriately used in enclosing it in
a suitable golden frame. On the one side of the medal, in addition to
the name of the institute, is a medallion head of the Goddess of Liberty.
On the reverse, surrounded by a wreath of laurel, is engraved—

A“Académie\des Sciences. Prix Montyon—Medicine et Chirurgie—
Concours de 1847 et 1848.  Win. T. G. Morton, 1850.”

Upon a full examination of the whole case, so far as time and means
were afforded to your commnittee, they have come to the conclusion—
1st. That Dr. Horace Wells did not make any discovery of the
anasthetic properties of the vapor of sulphuric ether, which he himself
considered reliable, and which he thought proper to give (o the world.
That his experiments were confined to nitrous oxide, but did not show
it to be an efficient and reliable anasthetic agent, proper to be used in
S ‘surgical operations and in obstetrical cases. X
~_ For the rest your Committee have come to the same conclusions that
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were arrived at by the T'rustees of the Massachusetts General Hospital
. at their meeting in'January, 1848, and reconsidered and confirmed in

1849, and adopted by the former Committee of the House, viz: z

2nd. That Dr. Jackson does not appear at any time to have made
any discovery, in regard to ether, which was not in print in Great
Britain some years before.

3d. That Dr. Morton ,in 1846, discovered the facts,before unknown,
that ethefweuld prevent the pain of surgical operations; and that it
might be giwen-in suficient quantity to effect this purpose, without
danger to life! . He first established these facts by numerous opera-
tions on teeth, and afterwards induced the surgeons of the hospital to
demonstrate its' general applicability and importance in capital ope-
rations. 1Sy s

dth. That Dr. Jackson appears to have had the belief that a power
tn cther to prévent pain in dental operations would be discovered. He
advised varipus persons to attempt the discovery; but neither they nor
he took any'measures to that end; and the world remained in entire
ignorance ‘of. both the power and safety of ether,until Dr. Morton
made his-ezperiments.

5th. That the whole agency of Dr. Jackson in the matter appears
to consist only in his having made certain suggestions, which aided

i, Dr: Morton to make the discovery—a discovery which had for some

. time been the object of his labors and researches.

(Copy.)
WasaINGTON, January 5, 1847.
Dr. W. T. G. Morrton, Boston, Mass.

DEear Sir: Yours of the 26th ultimo was received in due course of
mail, and in answer I have to say, that at the time your application
for preventing pain in surgical operations was under consideration in
the Patent Office, Mr. Eddy consulted me on the novelty and patent-
ability of your discovery. I then examined the subject carefully, and
gave it as my decided and candid opinion that it was novel and the
legitimate object of a patent; and this opinion has only heen strength-
ened by further reflection. - . ‘<t

Under the law, any new and useful art is made the subject of a
patent. - This covers any discovery in modes of procedure having a
useful object in view, and susceptible of being so defined as to instruct
others to apply or make use of the mode of procedure. There can be
no question that your discovery comes under this provision of law. It
is a new mode of procedure, definite in its character, and which may
be taught to others, and which, therefore, comes under the denomina-
tion of an art as defined by the ablest judges in Europe and in this
country. Py

Before your discovery many attempts had been made to render per-
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gonis insensible (o pain preparatory to surgical operations, by ntroducing
in the stomach ‘ntoxicating substances; but this mode df procedure was .
unsuccessful. You then discovered, that by introducing into the lungs
the vapors of certain substances, a different effect was produced from
that of intoxication produced by the introduction of substances in the
stomach, and that this effect was such as to render the patient insensi-
ble to pain; hence the use of this discovery, in con‘nectlon‘wnh surgi-
cal operations, is an improvement in the art of surgery.-

A discovery in the abstract is not the subject of letters patent, as the
discovery of the elastic force of steam; of the pressuré of the atmo-
" sphere; of the expansion of metals under the inﬂuen»c,e',bof' caloric, &c.,
for this is the mere finding out of something existing"before, - ;

The mere discovery in these cases had no direct useful application
in the arts or affairs of life, and could not be appropriated to the sole
use of the discoverers; but the moment any one of, them.could be ap-
plied to a useful, practical purpose, then the party so applying it pro-
duces a useful result, and such application, originating in'the mind of
the discoverer or inventor, is no longer a discovery in the-abstract of
something before existing, but a new creation, which, having its origin
in the mind of the discoverer, and not existing before, (for it isan arti-
ficial condition,) is, in view of the law, the property of the ene who
conceived it. g 8 6 A

There can be no question that the one who first conceived the idea -
of intoxicaling a patient, preparatory to a surgical- operation, would
have been entitled to a patent for his new mode of procedure; how,
then, does your plan differ from his? * You conceived the idea that, by
introducing the vapor of certain substances into the lungs, a different
condition of the nervous system was produced—viz: a state of insen-
sibility to pain; and by connecting this mode of producing this state of
insensibility to pain with surgical operations, you have produced a new
and useful result, highly important in the art of surgery, the result of a
new conception originating in your mind and legitimately the subject
of letters patent. Yourinvention is the connection of the two processes
or modes of operation. '

Before the date of Watts’s invention of the steam engine, the expan-
sive force of steam had -been applied to a piston in a cylinder, and it
was well known, that by the application of cold water steam could be
condensed in a vessel to effect a vacuum; and all that immortalized that
great man was the union of these two ideas or modes of procedure, ap-
plying the force of steam in one vessel and condensing it in another.
In a legal point of view your invention doesnot differ from this, which
has been admitted to be patentable by all the legal knowledge of the
world, and the universal consent of civilized man. iy, B

1 am, sir, yours, y:!
Very respectfully, -
(Signed) CHS. M. KELLER, ~.°

For KELLER & GREENOUGH;.

u
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I concur in the foregomg opinion entirely, entertaining no doubt that
\Dr. Morton’s dleO)]el‘y is a new and useful art, and as such the proper
Sllb}ecl. of a patent.

DANIEL WEBSTER.
; l‘(:b. 13th;,, 1847.,

I have exammed the question of the patentability of Dr. Morton’s
discovery of the ansthetic properties of ether, and its applicability to
surgical operations,’ and entertain no doubt as to the validity of the
patent, or of hi§ exclusive title thereto.

January, 1852 ~ J. M. CARLISLE, Washington.

=
: Boston, May 17, 1854.
Having lbnv’s"mce carefully considered this question, I do not hesi-
tate to concur in the opinion expressed by Mr. Webster.
GEO: T, CURTIS:

Ty 10,? A

," N '1’"“ i Bostox~, May 12th, 1854.
The: d,lscoverv ‘of the anzsthetic properties of the vapor of ether, and
the practical apphcauon thereof for the production of insensibility to pain
. during the performance of surgical operations upon the human body,
~- as described in the letters patent of the United States to Dr. Wm. I,
G. Morlon, are, in my opinion, the proper subject matter of a patent.

s WILLIAM WHITING.

Bosto~, May 17, 1854.

T concur entire in the opinion expressed by Mr. Webster, Mr. Curtis,
and Mr. Whiting, and in the. conclusmns of the alffument in Messrs.
Keller & Greenough.

R. LHOATb.

«“SurGEON GENERAL’s Orrice, March 1, 1852.

<« Str: In compliance with your verbal request to be furnished with
information in regard to the employment of anasthetic agents in the
army of the United States, and also for an expression of opinion as to
the value and importance of this class of remedial agents, I have to
state:
 ¢@T'hat sulphuric either and chloroform were used to some extent in
the military hospitals established at the theatre of ‘war in Mexico, but
the use of those articles was not so general as at present, for the reason
that therapparatus at that time believed to be essential to their proper
and safe administration was not adapted to service in the field.

€At the present moment it is believed that no surgical operation of
importance is performed by the medical officers of the army without
the aid of some anesthetic agent.

«Previous to the discovery cy' this new application of sulphuric ether,
the annual supply of that medicine was one pound for every hundred

2
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men. On the revision of the standard supply table, by a board of medi-
cal officers, in 1849, the pure washed sulphuric ether was substituted
Sfor the ordinary sulphuric ether, and the quantity allowed was increased
one hundred per cent. At the same time another anestfietic agent , the
tincture of chloroform , commonly called chloric ether, awas added to the
supply table, and is now regularly f urnished to the medical officers in
such quantities as, in. connection with the sulphurig ether, will suffice
to meet all the demands of the survice in this particular.

¢«Although the discovery of this new therapeutic effect.of sulphuric
ether has led to the introduction and employment of other ansthetic
agents, this does not in any way militate against the merits of the ori-
ginal discovery, which I regard as one of the most important and vatu-
able contributions to medical science, and to the relief of suffering hu-
manity, which has ever been made; the only discovery. to be compared
therewith being that of vaccination, which has rendered’ the name of
Jenner immortal. s

«Through the influence of these remedial agents, the surgeon is not
only enabled to perform the most extensive and difﬁcultope('a_tions, un-
disturbed by the cries and struggles of the patient; but what is of far
greater importance, the patient, being rendered insensible, escapes that
shock to the nervous system, which in itself is not unfrequently fatal.
For this reason operations can now be performed with much more safety
than heretofore, and that, too, in cases in which the attempt to perform
thein would have been forbidden by the general condition of the patient.:

«¢'I'o the physician this class of remedial agents promises to be of the
greatest utility, though their application in the treatment of disease has
yet to be more fully developed.

<It will suffice at this time to allude to their employment for the re-
lief of suffering woman in the hour of her greatest trial, and at the
moment she claims our warmest sympathies. That these agents can
be safely used in parturition, so as to afford full and entire exemption
from pain to the mother, and with safety both to her and to the child
has been amply demonstrated. :

«In conclusion, permit me to congratulate you upon the flattering
testimonial you have received from the National Institute of France
for this discovery, and to express the hope, that inasmuch as it is im-
possible for you to derive-any pecuniary benefit therefrom in ordinary
course by letters patent, you may receive from your country that ac-
knowledgment of your merit which is due to one who has conferred
so great a boon upon mankind.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
TH. LAWSON
W. T. G. Mortox, M. D., Surzcin Gexcralle
Brown’s Hotel, Washington, D. C. £ e

.

L
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“Navy DEPARTMENT, BurEAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY,
3 ; < February 26, 1852.

«Sir: As the views of this bureau are desired in regard to the im-
portance attached to the different anasthetic agents by the medical offi-
cers of the Navy, it gives me pleasure to express the high sense enter-
tained by them of their great utility, not only in surgical practice, but
as powerful agents'in many painful affections, which have resisted the
ordinary renftedies. This opinion is strengthened by the concurrent
testitmony of the ‘ablest civil practitioners of our own country, with the
emphatic endorsement of their value by the best British and Continen-
tal surgeons. In'ihe absence of statistical information, accurately made
up, it is soniewhat difficult 1o estimate the relative value of these ethe-
rial preparations; butif the recorded opinions of professional men, as
expressed in the various medical journals of this country and Europe,
are deemed of any weight, the discovery of etherization as a means of
avoiding pain in severe surgical operations may be considered the most
important, in‘a philanthropic view, which this century has produced.

¢ The observation'that exhilarating effects resulted from the inhala-
tion of etlier is no recent acquisition to medical science; but the nov-
elty and gist of this discovery consists in finding that nervous perception
is suspended, under the influence of etherial inhalation, and while so
suspended the patient is unconscious of pain while under the opera-
tionof the knife.

< In addition to the great benefit derived from its use in alleviating
pain, it has a decided effect in diminishing mortality. [ts advantage
in this respect appears to be in saving the system from the severe shock
and nervous exhaustion which attend most of the graver surgical ope-
rations, and which of themselves often prove fatal.

¢« 1t dispels the fear of pain, which formerly prevented many from
submitting to an operation, or induced them to defer it until too late.

<« |t enables the surgeon, also, to operate more coolly and effectually,
undisturbed by the cries and struggles of the patient, which sometimes
unnerve thesteadiest hand, and render abortive the best directed efforts.

«« The medal of the first class, awarded to you by the ¢ Medical In-
stitute’ of Paris, evinces the high estimation entertained, in that centre
of medical science and intelligence, of the services you have rendered
to humanity.

¢t [t is earnestly hoped that our government, with a similar appreci-
ation of this great acquisition to medical science, will stamp their sense
of its importance, by a substantial acknowledgment which, while it
encourages the philanthropist in his efforts to meliorate the condition of
his fetlow men, will remunerate you in some measure for the toil and
vexation attendant on your struggle for success.

" ¢«¢ Respectfully, your obedient servant,
««THO. HARRIS,
¢ Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.

«Mr. W T. G. MorTon, M. D., Washington.”
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SurGEoN GENERAL’S OFFICE;"MarclL 10, 1852.

«Sir: The undersigned take pleasure in adding their testimony to
the mass of evidence you have already accumulated*in regard to the
value and importance of the discovery of the anzsthetic properties of
sulphuric ether, and the consequent introduction of a new elass of
remedial agents into the practice of medicine and sul'gery. Sty :

«The more general and important_advantages which surgeons and
physicians, as well @ patients, have derived from this"great discovery, -
are o fully, yet congisélyg set forth in the communitation addressed to
you a few days since by the surgeon general, as o need no repetition
here, and we therefore prefer alluding to an application of this class of
remedial agents, which, so far as we have seen, has'notbeen mentioned
by your correspondents. e

<We refer to their employment in the army and navy for the detec-
tion of feigned diseases. 'The consummate art ofitimes-displayed by
malingerers who are desirous of procuring their discharges from the
service, or 1o escape unpleasant duty, is such as not 'unfrequently to
baffle the skill of the most experienced medical officers:i it is not
enough in these cases to suspect that disease is feigned—humanity re-
quires that the fact of malingering be proved, before the kind offices
of the physician are refused. In many instances the use of anasthetic
agents will afford this positive proof; and although we do not recom-
mend or advocate their employment for this purpose as a general rule,
we nevertheless believe that in some cases it is the duty of the medical
officer to resort to them, to satisfy his doubts.

<¢In illustration of the foregoing remarks, we refer you to the en-
closed copies of proceedings instituted in this office in January, 1849
in the case of Charles Lanke, formerly a private of artillery, who api
plied for a pension on account of alleged anchylosis of the knee-joint
and to whom the sulphuric ether was administered by yourself, in (,hé
presence of Dr. Edwards, of Ohio, and several other members (;f Con-
gress. 3

«Very respectfully, your ohedient servant,

sag e ¢ H. L. HEISKELL,
i . Nurgeon U. S. Army.
«RICH’D H. COOLIDGE. "~
““Ass’t Surgeon U. 8. Army.

« W.T.G. Morron, M. D.,
¢ Brown’s Hotel, Washington, D. C.”’

““SurGEON GENERAL’s OFFICE, January 22, 1819,

«Sirs T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter . :

of the 18th instant, by the hands of Charles Lanke, formerl

- L a soldier,
in the army, who bas been charged with malingering. ¥ LR

¢In accordance with your desire, I caused a careful examination to A

be made by two medical officers of the arm

enclosed Y, Whose report is herewfth.

{ g

R
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¢¢ As the most reliable means of ascertaining the true condition of
this:man’s limb, these gentlemen endeavored to place him-in a state of
wnsensibility, by the inhalation of washed sulphuric ether. 'I'he cause
of their failure jn rendering him insensible is explained in their report;
and I may also add, that during the short time I was called to be pres-
ent, [ had good reasor to think that the man strongly resisted the efforts
of the two medical.gentlemen to render him insensible.
. ““Lanke has agpin been here this morning witly an interpreter, and
has had explained-to him that whenever hg shall consent to be ren-
dered insensible, and itis found that his knee-joing gtill remains-immo-
vable, he shall haye the benefit of a certificate to that effect.
: .“f'- ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
< By order: H. L. HEISKELL,
RN, « Surgeon U. S. Army.
¢ Hon. CuarrLEs Brown, House of Reps.”

: “« SurcEoN GENERAL’s OFFICE, January 20, 1849.

¢« Str: Imcompliance with your instructions, we have made a care-
ful examination of the alleged disability of Charles Lanke, formerly a
private of: Captain Sherman’s company of 3d artillery, and beg leave
to report: -

““I'hat we can find no mark of severe injury received on his knee,
no deep cicatrix of the integuments, and no scarification, &c., such as
would have been made in the course of treatment for an inflammation of
the knee-joint.

¢“We can find no evidences of any injury to the bones, and express
our doubt whether a simple contusion would have caused such a per-
manent stiffness of the joint. :

¢«¢As the only means at our disposal to test the question of malinger-
ing, we endeavored to place him under the influence of the washed sul-
phuric ether, in order to create insensibility to our manipulations.

«“T'his we were unable to do, the patient evidently resisting by hold-
ing his breath, &c.,and, when appareutty about to fall under its influ-
ence, refusing to breathe it at all, by pushing the assistant from him
when about to add an additional supply of ether.

“«“We feel fully persuaded that the patient did use considerable mus-
cular force, and an evident effort of will, to resist the bending of the
limb in the course of the experiment. *

¢¢As the result of our examination we would respectfully submit the
following opinion: that we do not think that we should be justified in
giving a certificate of disability to Charles Lanke, butstill, there being
~abare possibility that injustice may be done the man, we are willing

"t repeat the trial by ether, which is truly an ¢experimentum crucis,’
* whenever the applicant for pension shall state his readiness to submit.
e “R. H. COOLIDGE,
; ¢ Assist. Surgeon U. S. Army.
. “ALEXR. S. WOTHERSPOON,
v » «“Assist. Surgeon U. S. Army.
“Dr. H. L. HerskeLL, Surgeon U. S. Army.”’




14

«SurcEoN GENERAL’s OFFIcE, January 26, 1849.

“wSrr: 1 have the honor to inform you that Charles Lanke having
expressed his willingness to be rendered insensible by ether, that arti-
cle was this day administered to him by Dr. Morton ; of :Massachusetts,
in the presence of Dr. Edwards and a number of other” members of
Congress and medical gentlemen. i ool AT
«Having come fully under its influence, the limb was completely
flexed without force, proving conclusively that the stiffness of the knee-
Jjoint was altogether feigned. -5 §
«From the mingled distress and surprise exhibited by Lanke on re-
covering his consciousness, on seeing his leg bent at'a right angle with
the thigh, it was apparent that the sudden recovery of the motion of
his knee-joint was anything else than welcome. -
«Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
«By order: H. L. HEISKELL,
“Surgeon U, S. Army.
«Hon. Cus. Brown, House of Reps.” r

¢«SyrcroN GENERrAL’s Orrice, February 27, 1852.

“«Srr: It affords me pleasure to bear testimony to the high value of
aneasthetic agents, both in the practice of surgery and medicine. :

«I consider it the greatest improvement of the century. It is now
an indispensable agent in the alleviation of pain during surgical opera-
tions, and in the amelioration of many distressing symptoms and diseases
of daily occurrence. Its many wuses are only beginning to be appreci-
ated by the medical profession, and it is impossible to say what limits
may be placed to its employment. Tou much cannot be said in praise
of this class of remedial agents.

«Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
“A.. S. WOTHERSPOON,

¢ Assistant Surgeon U. S. A 4
“Dr. W. T. G. MorTON.”’ i i

t

¢¢ Navy DEPARTMENT, BurEAU oF MEDICINE AND SURGERY,

““March 11, 1852.
[Extracts.]

¢¢ [ would state, however, that in the single capital operation in which
the etherial inhalation was employed by me, it was attended with the
happlest results, and impressed me with such a forcible conviction of
its importance, that I deem it indispensable, as a general rule, in-all
serious surgical cases requiring the use of the knife. Y

¢ lts application in general practice is becoming daily and more
enlarged, as its peculiar influence over the nervous s;stem and ‘percep-
tive’ powers is developed; and the physician or surgeon who banishes
it fromn his pharmacopzia, is neglecting one of the most potent weapons ;
presented for his use since the great discovery of Jenner. g by

.
» 4
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¢ Upon the whole, I have no hesitation in expressing the opinion
that this discovery, when divested of the prejudices attending in some
mirids the introduction of all novelties, and when the accidents insepa-
rable from its abuse or ignorant application are ascribed to their proper
causes, will take its rank as among the most valuable acquisitions which
have ever been made to medical science.
¢¢\With great respect, your obedient servant,
o wats e ¢“S. R. ADDISON,
; ¢“Passed Assistant Surageon U. S. Navy.
“W. T. G. Morron, M. D., Washington City.”’

Extract from Report Select Committee House Reps., 1852.

Inquiries were also instituted into its effect upon mortality, and es-
pecially of surgical operations. To be fully satisfactory, inquiries of
this character should extend through a long series of years, and embrace
very many cases, the results of which have been carefully observed.

"I'he discovery being of recent origin, no opportunity for inquiries and
observations to such extent has been afforded. The answers to such
inquiries, where received in specific form, have embraced one class
only of operations, viz: amputations of thigh, leg, and forearm. The
statistics thus acquired, the committee believe to be reliable, as they
are derived from the surgeons of the Army and Navy, from a few hos-
pitals, and from eminent surgeons in civil practice. 'I'he result is ap-
pended in the following table, accompanying which will be found Prof.
Simpson’s European tables:

Amputations of the thigh, leg, arm, and forearm, communicated to the
committee, with their results. The greater number of those in
which the patients were not etherized, were performed before the
discovery of the anasthetic properties of ether and chloroform.

Not etherized. Of whom died. |. Etherized. Of whom died.
227 40 - 185 10
~ No. vii.—Table of the Mortality of Amputation of the Thigh, Leg,
and Arm.

y No. of No. of Per cent. of

Reporter. cases. deaths. deaths.
Parisian hospitals—Malgaigne - 484 273 | 57 in 100
Glasgow hospital—Lawrie - - 242 97 | 40 in 100
General collection—Phillips - - | 1369 487 | 35 in 100
British hospitals—Simpson - - 618 183 | 29 in 100
k : Upon patients in an etherized state] 302 71 | 23 in 100
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Six hundred and sixty-nine cases of anzsthesia in obstetrical practice
Yare likewise reported in Professor Simpson’s yVork—“Anesthestja in
~ Surgery and J\Eidwifery"’—and a tabular statement of _ﬁve.hunc[rgd
and sixteen cases in Dr. Channing’s work—=¢¢ Etherization in Child-
birth’’—the result being highly satisfactery.. ! :

Extract from the Bulletin de L’Acaciéniié"f'rangaise. o

During the discussion upon anesthetic ngents,i{)efore the French’
Academy of Medicine, M. Debout, who followed M."Larrey, made the
following remarks relative ¢ to the influence of anesthetic agents upon
mortality following operations :”’ e

¢ If it is proved that the introduction of these agents has'diminished
the mortality to a great degree, does not this result compensate for
the few dangers to which the practice of inhalations exposes the
patients.”’ i’ : l

Some statistics drawn up by M. Burguiére show, that since the in-
troduction of these inhalations into the hospitals of Paris, the mortality
for amputations, for example, was as 2 : 5 ; while previously it was as
3:5. i

Professor Roux has also established, by a similar table, that'thre mor-
tality at Hétel Dieu, which was one-third after large operation; had
been only one-fourth since the use of chloroform. s

Professor Buisson, in an analogous work, inserted in his ¢¢ Traité de
la Methode Anzsthetique,”” shows the happy effects resulting from the
removal of pain.

But no statistical work shows better the immense progress surgery
has made since the American discovery, than that published by Profes-
sor Simpson, of Edinburgh. In order to prove this, Professor Simpson
requested thirty of the most distinguished surgeons of England to com-
municate to him : first, the results of their surgical practice for the few
years immediately preceding the discovery of etherization ; and, then,
the results of operations which they have performed since the introduc-
tion of anasthetic inhalations.

The following are the results of this inquiry :

Amputations considered generally, before the discovery of etheriza-
tion, furnished for the last few years a considerable mortality of 1 :3.37
or 29 per cent. : #

¥

The amputation of the thigh gave :

Primitive, 1:1.62, or 61 per cent.

Secondary, 1:3.40, or 17 per cem.g 1:2.65, or 37 per cent.
Amputation of the leg :

Primitive, 1:3.08, or 32 per cent.

Secondar;', 1 :5.87: or 17 Ser cent. § 1:3.39, or 22 per cent.

Amputation of the arm : ) B
Primitive, 1:4.53, or 22 per cent. Y
Secondar;', 1:4.20, or 23 Eer 222!.} 1:4.77, or 22 per cent. o

The introduction of anesthetic agents has modified these resultss’ in
fact, among 312 amputations, which M. Simpson has collected , there'
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" were only 71 dealhs',:‘(ljz4.53, or 22 per cent.;) and each amputation
" gave, viz: HodR . .
3 ' Amputation of the thigh: e
g * Primitive;# 1:2,* or 80 per cent. ) , . o
. 5 Secondar;v, 1:4.84, or 30 per cent. ; 1:3.92, or 25 per cent.
- Amputation of the legy .
Primitive, 1:355, or 28 per cent. ) , .
Secondar}, 1:6 23, or 16 per cent. g 1:5.13, or 19 per cent.

« Amputation of the arm:
Primitive, 1:4 25, or 23 per cent.
Secondary, 1:3.37, or 29 per cent.

Thus, the introduction of anasthetic agents in surgery has not
changed the principal conditions of the operations, since the amputa-
tions of the thigh remain more serious than those of the arm, and the
primitive amputations are always more dangerous than the secondary.
But there are two general results important to notice: First, that the
cipher of mortality has been materially diminished for all amputation
in general,.and for each amputation in particular;. and then, that the
difference which existed between the primitive and secondary amputa-
tions, before the discovery of etherization, has been considerably re-
duced by the employment of ansthetic inhalations.

Theése results are certainly very remarkable, and very important for
surgical therapeutics, and acquire more importance when we compare
them with the results obtained a few years ago from particular ampufa-
tions, especially those of the thigh. In the Parisian hospitals 62 per
cent. of amputation of the thigh were lost; in the hospitals of Edin-
burgh 42 per cent.; in the Glasgow hospital 36 per cent. Thanks to
etherization, this has been reduced to 25 per cent., a gain of at least
eleven patients saved by this new discovery; a result which no longer
leaves any doubt upon this point, that the anwsthetic agents, while they
relieve the patients from pain, at the same tinme diminish the chances
of disease and death. :

Extract from Report Select Committee House Reps., 1852..

Great Britain, France, and all other enlightened nations, have, from
time immemorial, rewarded munificently such services to humanity.
T'he British Parliament, by two successive statutes, bestowed upon Jen-
ner the sums of ten thousand and twenty thousand pounds for the dis-
covery of vaccination. 'T'he world has as yet produced but one great
improvement in the healing art deserving to be ranked with that of
Jenner. America, by annihilating pain, has done as much for the
benefit of the race. as England did when she furnished the instrument
by which the smallpox may be finally exterminated.* It would be

1:3.66, or 27 per cent.

... [ * Eaxtracts from the British and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review, for Jpril, 1852.)

} Jpplications of Ancsthesia to Surgery, Midwifery, and Dentistry.—Of the desirableness of
the subjugation or annihilation of pain in surgical operations, considered in itself, we can-
not, on the whole, for a moment doubt ; to disarm the operating table of a great portion 'of
s térrors, is indeed a triumph of which our age may be justly proud. Notonly is the
actyal pain of an operation thus removed, but also, in great part, that indescribable horror
74 ‘

i
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unworthy our greatness, and our destiny, as the nation soon _to’be !he
most powetful on the globe, to undervalue a benefaction to mankind
which is the peculiar glory of science, of our age, and of our country.
Rl CPLGS

which often torments the patient for some time previously. Men of the ‘greatest courage
in other respects, and who have faced danger and death in'many forms, have yet shrank
from the prospect of the slow and cold-blooded torrure they had before them from the knife
of the surgeon. Indeed, however man may summon his fortitude to meet physical pain,
or any other dire misfortune, we must all bow to the laws of humanity, and feel the severi-
ty of fate. in spite of the efforts of our moral nature to rise above it.  But when we find
that this great relief which anasthetie agents afford is 10 be obtained almost without risk,
and on the whole with very beneficial resu'ts otherwise, we should receive this great dis-
covery wi h gratitude and exultation. So complete is the general use of anzsthetic agents,
that the element of pain as an obstacle or source of danger or 6f terror in surgery is for
ever almost destroyed. Manual and instrumental therapeutics, as a ‘branch of materia
medica, now proceeds, says M. Bouisson, ‘“in the silence, as it were, of vegetative life,
and its sa'utary mutilations are only made known by changes of form without any pain-
ful sensation having bcen experienced by the organism.” True it is, as has been already
shown, there are exceptions to the general rule; but they are so rare as not to militate
practically against it. i

Besides the applications of anwsthesia to operations, it may be employed in surgery
most usefully to favor the diagnosis of some cases.  Professor Miller recomimends its us=
in the examination of some female diseases, to save the delicacy and modesty of the pa-
tients. There are some diseases which cannot otherwise be disgnosed without pain. For
instance, in some diseases of the eye there is ~uch intense photophobia, with spasmodic
contraction of the eyelids on the entrance of light into the eye, that it is very difficult to
open the eyelids, so as 10 make a proper examination of the organ itself. 1In<uch cases, a
moderate degree of anesthesia will often overcome the resistance of the orbicularis, and
destroy for a time the sensibility of the retina, =0 as to allow of the examination being
made  In meny accidents the pain renders it difficult to allow of the garments of the pa-
tient being removed, and the paris injured being properly examined. In bums it is often
difficult to remove the scorched clothes, burned as it were into the skin.  In many painful
affections of the vagina, accompanied by constriction, it is often hardly possible to use the
speculum. Cases of painful catheterism may also be adduced, and necessary exploration of
the urinary canal and bladder. In sueh cases, ard in others which can easily be imagined
as in affections of children, when the strugeles of the patient afford an obstacle, and in
many instances of feigned disease, as we shall see under our fourth h‘:ad the services
which anwsthesia may render to diagnosis are considerable. * * # y

By overcoming pain, it has caused many operations which used to be as rarely per-
formed as possible, to come more in the way of the surgeon: the removal of nails, and the
operation of the actual cautery, need no longer inspire horror to the operator or (o the pa-
tient. With the view of removing muscular resistance, its wse has become general in the
reduction of dislocations and the operation of the taxis. * * *

The dimmution of the shock to the nervous system seems to favor the healing of
wounds, and altogether increases the ehanees of recovery. The shivering and re-active
fever which often follow operations are greatly diminished by etherization .
rally more slecp, and more complete feeling of comfort, * * &

It is not necessary to point out the occaspnal bel)gﬁt which may be derived from the
use of anasthesia in the taxis, in the reduction of disloeitions and setting of fractur
In all this class of surgical operations, cases must be c nlinua’lly occurring, provin ets.
theAsurger?n the immense results which he may reap from the new discover;’ B L R

nesthesia is now used mn pri i ot el ;
o[her?(eypera',ions. b 1 private and in public practice, as regularly in lithotomy as in

Henceforth, even the cockpit of a man-of-war, and the hospital i
dismmed of h,alf their tetrbrs. *'* * ¢ camtd | gt (X

% };};ﬁ;‘f?mmt in favor of the employment of anesthesia [in midwifery] may be summed up

1st. The removal of the pain is beneficial to the mo
citement and shock which physical pain is apt to excite
reaction which, in some constructions, is apt to result,

2d. It renders many operations, requisite in complica i m
1 i ted labors pe
and more beneficial to the patient. 3 rSmior ol Pt
1

3 there is gene-

ther by preventing the nervous.ex-
» and the nervous and inflammatory

P
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.. 7 'Treasury DeparTMENT, June 25, 1852.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yaur letter of
the 17th instant, covering copies of a communication from the Hon. W.
H. Bissell, of a letter from the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and
Surgery of the Navy, and of a letter from the Surgeon General of the
Army, with certain printed matter, all relating to the memorial of Dr.
Wm. T. G. Morton, asking remuneration from Congress for the discov-
ery of the anwxsthetic properties of sulphuric ether.

An attentive examnination of these several documents has satisfied me
that sulphuric ether and tincture of chloroform are very generally used
in the Army and Navy of the United States,* as anesthetic agents,

3d. Statistics prove the practice of anzsthesia to be beneficial to the mothers, and no™
wise dangerous to the children. * * *

Dr. Simpson, in 1848, communicated the results obtained in 1,519 cases, and in our opin-
ion established the utility of an@sthesia {in midwifery] upon incontestable grounds. * * *

Therapeutical Applications of Anasthesia.—It is now evident that the use of anmsthetic
agents is capable of an extension beyond the bounds of merely operative medicine. It has
been transported into medicine itsell’; and perhaps this circumstance may attract the atten=-
tion of the profession to the advantages which nray accrue from the use of other remedies
in the form of inhalations. When we consider the great extent of the pulmonary mucous
membrane, and the facility with which vapors may be introduced turough the respiration
into the blood, it seems extraordinary that this mode of administering medicines has not
been more exactly studied. * * *

Pain exists in a vast number of diseases, where even opium is insufficient to afford relief;
in such cases a field is opened to the use of-an®sthetic agents. * * =

In several cases of intense facial neuralgia, benefit has been obtained from the inhala-
tion of chloroform, when all other remedies have failed. In pains of the bowels, gastralgia,
and in nervous colics, similar resulis have followed. Many observers have pointed out
the benefit derived from doses of chloroform in the liquid form, in relieving the pain at the
early stages of cholera. * * *

1n tetanus many favorable cases have been reported. * * *

In mental alienation an@sthesia has been a good deal used. * * *

Anasthetic agents have been applied locaily in the way of frictions in nervous and
vheumatic pains, in painful opth.lmia, and in orchitis. Under the hands of some it has
been found exceedingly successful in relieving pain, and subduing inflammation, and in
the dressing of alcers. £

It is very plain to us that we are only at the beginning of the medicinal use of these
agents. A )

Applications to Legal Medicime.—Simulated dumbness, deafness, and stammering, can be
detected.

* Extract from a report of the Surgeon General to the Secretary of War.

“During the three years immediately preceding, and the three years of peace subsequent

to the Mexican war, the average annual number of woundsand injuries treated in the army

_has been 2,592.? * * * «“Theseagents (ether and chloroform) may be useful in all the

amputations, in many of the fractures not requiring amputation, in a number of luxations,

gun-thot wounds, and other injuries requiring an operation; also in a number of diseases,

such as strangulated hernia, calculus, h®morrhoids, fistulas, tumors, &c., requiring the
knife, including cases of deiirium tremens, and occasionally a case of parturition,”

Dr. Richard H. Coolidge, of the Surgeon General’s office, says: ‘1 have examined the
yeports of sick and wounded from the army during the recent war with Mexico. 1 find
that the number of gun-shot wounds reported amounts to 3,949, and that of all other
wounnds and injuries, to 5,932, making a total of 9,851; which number probably falls far
short of what actually occurred.”

Extract of report of Bureau of Medicine and Surgery to the Secretary of
War. "

“The number of wounds and injuries of all kinds requiring medical treatment in the
naval service, during the year 1850, was 1,379.”

Neither of the above reports includes wounds and injuries treated in the fifteen U, S.
Merine Heospitals.
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and the decided testimony borne to the merits of these étherial prepara-
tions by the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery ofthe
Navy, and #he Surgeon General of the Army, leaves no doubt upon
my mind as to their great value in medical’'and surgical practice: In.
addition to the evidence thus aflorded in their favor, 1 may mention
the fact that these agents now form a part of the regular medical sup-
ply to the marine hospitals of the United States, and that they are
employed therein with very general success. Bl i
Regarding the discovery of the ansthetic properties of sulphuric ether
as, in the language of Surgeon General Lawson, ‘‘ohe of the most.im-
portant and valuable contributions to medical science, and to the relief:
of suffering humanity, ever made,”’ T concur entirely with Col. Bis-
sell and yourself, as to the propriety and justice of liberally compensat-
ing the patentee, who has not at any time received” pecuniary advan-
tage* from his discovery, and who now appeals to the legislature of his
country, on condition of the surrender of his patent for the benefit of
mankind, for proper remuneration in lieu of the gains that he would
have derived had he been protected in the use of the rights conferred
upon him by letters patent of the Government. I therefore' recommend
that such reasonable and liberal sum as the committee of which you
are chairman may, in their discretion, determine upon, be reported as
a national compensation to Dr. Morton, and that the same be attached,

* Bosron, Jpril 20, 1852.
Dr. W. T. G. MortoN—Dear Sir: As by the terms of the agreement made between
yourself and me, on the 30th day of October, 1846, I am required as often as once in six
months to render you an account of the net profits resulting from sales of certain patents,
etc., as will appear by reference to said agreement, I have now to inform you, and do in-
form you, that up to this date, April 2d, 1847, I have received no net profits on account of
any, and therefore can render you no further account than this, or pay to you any moneys

resulting from any net profits received.
Yours, respectfully,
R. H. EDDY.

[Extract from a letter written by Caleb Eddy, esq., of Boston, to Hon.
Rober:t] C. Winthrop, Speaker of the House of Representatives 30ih Con-
gress.

_“To my knowledge he has spent large sums of money, and I think deserves some con-
sideration in return.”

[Extracts from letters writlen in 1848, to the Trustees of the Massachu-
setts General Hospital, by B. F. Brooks, an eminent lawyer, and Mr.
Jos?lz Burnett, merchant, bolh of Boston. 2

I have gone somewhat into detail, that you may see the nature of Dr. Morton’s em-
barrassments. They have grown out of his efforts in a cause which has resulted in a great
public good, and he deserves a better fale than to be lefl Lo sink under them. .

“Yours, truly, e

BENJAMIN F. BROOKS.”

_““And am satisfied that he has been a loser of several thousand dollars, directly or in:
directly, in consequence of his labors devoted to this object.

“JOSEPH BURNETT.”
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sell, to the ¢“naval appropriation bill”’ for the
ensuing fiscal years » ¢ ,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedientservant,
: THO.: CORWIN, Secretary of the Treasury.
Hon. Freperick P.'Stanron, Chairman, §c.-

as proposed by Cot: Bis

WaRr DerartmENT, Washington, June 21, 1852.

Sir: I have received your letter of the 7th instant, enclosing sundry
documents relating to the memorial of Dr. William T'. G. Morton, who
seeks remuneration from the Government for the discovery of the anees-
thetic properties of sulphuric ether.

In reply I beg leave to state that I have no information on the subject
of this discovery other than that which I have derived from public rumor
and from the documents you enclose, it being exclusively a professional
question. All the information which this departinent could furnish the
committee 1$ contained in the letter from the Surgeon General, which
is among the papers you enclose.

Judging from this information, there can be but little doubt that this
discovery 1s-one of the most valuable contributions that science has
ever made to the cause of humanity.

1 do not know what the practice of the Government has been in re-
gard to rewarding individuals for inventions or discoveries made by
them,* or, at least, compensating them for the use of them in the pub-

*List of some of the Patents purchased by the departmenls, not including some
twenty, amounting to over $400,000, purchased by acts of Congress.

Thomas Blanchard.—For the use of several machines for turning or cutting irregular
forms, constituting in the whole what is generally known as the Gun-stock Turning Ma-
chine, with the several improvements for the use of and in connection with this invention,
there has been paid to Mr. Blanchard by this Department, for the privilege of using the
same, $18,921 50. : :

J. H. Hall.—For the right to make and use patent breech loading rifle and carbine, and
all the machinery for making the same, there has been paid to Mr. Hall and his heirs
the sum of $37,553 32. o

Dr. E. Maynard, March 20, 1845.—For the right to make and use his improved lock
and percussion priming for small arms, and to apply the same to 4,000 muskets, there
has been paid to Dr. Maynard $4,000. ;

The right to use the invention and apply the same to a greater number of arms at a re-
duced scale of prices has been secured, and may be used if desirable, as follows, viz: For
10,000 muskets, $7,500 ; for 20,000 muskets, $10,000; for 100,000 muskets, $25,000 ; any
greater number at a price to be agreed upon, not exceeding 25 cents for each musket, since
purchased by the War Department for $50,000.

J. B. Hyde, Dec., 1846.—For the right to make and use Hales’s patented war rocket to
an unlimited extent for the military service, $10,000.

' S. Mower & W. H. Scoville, attorneys of P. W. Gates, Sept. 5, 1843.—For the right to
"'make and use in all establishments of the ordnance department Gates’s patent dies for
cutting screws, $750. ‘ it .

Loug’s Bridge Patent.—For the Bridge Patent privilege there has been paid $850 00.

Mitchell’s Screw Pile.—For Sand Key Lighthouse, $1,700 00.

Mitchell’s Screw Pile.—For Brandywine Lighthouse and Ice-breaker, $2,400 00.

Boettcher’s Fuze.

Stevens’s Shell.

List of Patents purchased and used in the Navy of the United States.

Stevens’s ¢ Cut-off.”—For right to use two on Mississippi or other steamer during con-
tinuance of patent, $2,500; for right to use on Saranac, $2,700—total, $5,200.
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lic service, but I do not hesitate to say, that'i&jt has been the practice
of Congress to grant such rewards or comﬂ;’nsa;lqn, Dr. Morton’s
claim is fairly entitled to the most libgral'c;’)p‘lderatlou. A
Very respectfully, your obedient seryamt, . :
C. M. CONRAD, -
Necretary of War.
Hon. Freperick P. StanTon, :
Chairman Committee on Naval Affairs, House of Reps.

2

Navy DeparTMENT, BUREAU oF MEDICINE' AND SURGERY,
June 29, 1852.- 7

Str : I have had the honor toreceive your letter of yesterday’s date,
in relation to the memorial of Dr. W. T'. G. Morton, asking of Con-
gress remuneration for the discovery of the anwsthetic properties of
sulphuric ether, and calling upon me for a statement as to the basis on
which the claim is founded, with an estimate of the amount to which,

Sickell & Cook’s * Cut-off —For right to use on Michigan, $3,000; on Water Witch,
$750; on General Taylor, $500; on Powhatan, $6.681 25; on San Jacinto, $4,418; on
Fualton, $1,730 98; on Princeton, $2,700; on Alleghany, $3,927—total, $23,757 23.

George W. Taylor’s “Marine Camels.”—For one set for first-class sloop-of-war, with
right to use said camels during continuance of patent, $27,500—total, $27,500

West & Thompson’s *‘Clasp Coupling.”—For right to use on Susquehanna, Saranac, San
Jacinto, and Powhatan, §1 25 per inch diameter of attached vessel.

Worthington & Baker’s *Steam Pump.”’—For one for Saa Jacinto, $500 ; two for Pow-
hatan at $500, $1,000 ; two for Princeton at $600, $1,200; two for Alleghany at $600,
$1,200; one for Water Witch, $400; one for Vixen, $400; one for Fulton, $500 ; two for
Mississippi, $1,100; two for Saranac, $1,000; two for Susquehanna, $1,000; article
manufactured and patent included in each case. Total, $8,300.

Worthington & Baker’s ** Percussion Water Gauge.”—EFor three for Princeton at ¢80,
$240 ; three for Alleghany at $80, $240; four for Powhatan at $60, $240; four for Mis=~
sissippt at $60, $240 ;5 one for Water Witch, $60 ; one for Vixen, $60 ; two for Fulton
at $60, $120; three for Saranac at $60, $180 ; article manufactured and patent included in
each case. Total, $1,380.

Copeland’s *“Self acting Blow.”—For right to use and make for Fulton, San Jacinto, and
Powhatan, $1,270; for Vixen, $144; for Saranac, $480—total, $1,5894. a

Seewell’s * Salinometers.””—For seven for Alleghany at $75, $525; seven for Princeton at
$75, $525 ; four for Susquehanna at $75, $300; four for Powhatan at $75, $300; three for
Saranac at $75, $225; four for Fulton at $75, $300; one for Water Witch, $75; one for
Vixen, $75; four for Mississippi at $75, $300 ; three for San Jacinto at 75, $225 ; article
manufactured and patent included in each case. Total, $2,850. :

Allen & Noyes’s “Metallic Packing ”—For right to use on Powhatan, Mississippi, and
Michigan, $3,400; on Saranac, $1,250; on Princeton, §900; on Alleghany 1,900’- on
Water Witch, $700; on VFi‘xen, $700—total, $7,850. e K

Pirsson’s ¢* Condenser.”—For right to use on Alleghany, inclusive 1 fend-
ance while manufacturing. $1,000—total, $1,000. i oftisran alt?nd

Lamb & Summer’s **Sheet-flue Boiler.”—For right to make and use i
Alleghany, $5,035; on Water Witsh and Vixen, §1,.800—tual, 36885, Princeton amd

. Crawford’s ** Steam Thermometer.”—For one to be used at th X i
Navy Yard, inclusive of patent, $100—total, §100. o AR Wﬂs'hl.ngfqn

Lt. Hunter's ““Submerged Wheel.”—For right to use on All Y
§10.320—total, $10,320. R eghany, (not now uesdy

Francis’s ““Life Boat ’—For one for Mississippi, $520; one for Vandali - one it
Vincennes, $520 ; one for Saranac, $540 ; one fgjrpAl?eghr;ny, $540; one fo:égzség; ?31?12?
3?140; o;ew%mgy fo:} Washi(r:lgton Yasrdu, $50; one Dingy, $126; one Dingy, for Alle:
ghany, ; one Copper Cutter 40 ; manufactured 1 1 g
Cach mase. Total, §4.020: ) $940; ed article and patent included in



23

; . S
in my opinion, he is entitled, on the score of the benefits and advan-
tages resulting from its gf&e in the naval service. :

As the views of the Buredu in regard to the importance of this dis-
covery have been already gxpressed in a communication to Dr. Morton,
I beg leave to extract so tuch of it as relates to this branch of the sub-
ject: :

“In reply to yourinquiry as to the importance attached to the late dis-
covery of etherization, by the Medical Corps of the Navy, it gives me
pleasure to express the high sense they entertain of its utility, not only
In surgical practice, but as a powerful agent in many painful affections
which have resisted the ordinary remedies. This opinion is strength-
ened by the concurrent testimony of the ablest civil practitioners of our
own country, with the emphatic endorsement of its value by the best
British and continental surgeons.

““The gist of this discovery consists in finding that nervous percep-
tion is suspenrded under the influence of the ethereal inhalation ; and
while suspended, that the patient is unconscious of pain under the ope-
ration of the'knife. In addition to the great benefit derived from its
use in alleviating pain, it has a decided effect in diminishing mortality.
Lts advantage in this respect appears to be in saving the system from
the severe shock and nervous exhaustion which attend most of the
graver surgical operations, and which of themselves often prove fatal.

‘It dispels the fear of pain which formerly prevented many from
submitling to an operation, or induced them to defer it until too late.

¢It enables the surgeon, also, to operate coolly and effectually, un-
disturbed by the cries and struggles of the patient, which sometimes
unnerve the steadiest hand, and render abortive the best-directed ef-
forts.”’

In regard to the grounds on which’ Dr. Morton bases his claim to
pecuniary remuneration from the Government, I would state, that from
the peculiar nature of the discovery, it is impossible to protect the in-
ventor in the extensive advantage of it by letters patent. The novelty
of the discovery consists in the new application of an old remedial agent,
and the privilege of using it, on the part of the profession at large, can-
not be practically curtailed by statutory enactment. 'The inventor is
thus deprived of the pecuniary advantages of his discovery, and is jus-
tified in appealing to the government, which also largely avails itself
of the benetfits derived from it, for relief.

" 1t will be difficult to estimate the amount which the inventor may
reasonably ask of the Government in consideration of the advantages
altending its use in the two services. For the reasons above mentioned,
‘the cost of the ether itself cannot enter as an element into the calcula-
tjan, apd the fairest estimate, [ conceive, might be more nearly approxi-
mated by the amount one would be willing to give to be rescued from
impending death, or to be relieved from urgent and intolerable pain.

1 would express the opinion, however, that the sum of one hundred

thousand dollars proposed by the Select Committee of the House of
Representatives as a compensation to the inventor, is nothing more
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than a fair equivalent for the immense advantage resulting to the Gov-
ernment angd country from this important discovery. R

«[ am, very respectfully, your ¢ obedient @ervam
THOS, HARRIb

Chief Bureau of Medicine and Surgery :
Hon. Wy. A. Granam, Secretary of the Navy

L

WesT Point, NEW YORK‘, I"ebritary 14, 1852

Both ether and chloroform are used as wsthetic agénts in the army :

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN W. CUYLbR
.Surgeon U S48

Hon. W. H. BisseLL, Chairman, §c.

8. Louls, Mo., Fe bruary 12, 1852.

Ether was first used by the army early in 1847, during the Mexican
war, more particularly on General Scott’s line. ~ As at that period a
complicated and fragile inhalator was employed for its use, of the num-
ber of instruments sent to the army, two, intended for the Rio Grande
line, were broken in the transportation ; hence the ether was little used
if at all on that line. The chloroform was early introduced in the
army, not soon enough to have had experience of it or chloric ether
during the war. It is now one of the principal articles of our medical
supplies, and is in general use.

The chloroform is as highly esteemed by the medical officers of the
army and navy as by the surgeons in general practice ; it is certainly
an inestimable boon to suffering humanity.  'I'o my knowledge no im-
portant surgical operation, including reduction of dislocations, fractures,
&c., is performed in the army without its being employed.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. H. ABADIE,
Asst. Surgeon, U. S. A.

Hon. W. H. BisseLL, Chairman, §c.

Fort Apawms, R. 1., February 10, 1852.

I have no doubt their effect is greatly to leaqen mortality in surgical
operations.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. S. SATTERLEE,
Surgeon U. 8. A. .
Hon. W. H. BisseLL, Chairman, §c. :

« West Poryr, N. Y., February 12, 1852.%’

Says it was introduced into the Mexican war. ¢ [ shall consider it
the greatest boon of the soldier.
«J. SIMONS, Asst. Surg. U. S. AP
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, " ““ArmENs, GeorGia, February 9, 1852.
“1 reply, that in the Navy of the United States, to my knowledge,
both ether and chloroform are used as anasthetic agents.
¢ That the discovery is of American origin, and due to Dr. Morton,
seems so well established and believed, that it is needless for me to add
anything on this head. The mémory of such a man should be written
¢ in @rea perenes ;> and it would reflect honor upon his country to re-
ward his labors, while living. Such a man can proudly exclaim with
the inmortal Tycho Broke, ¢ have not lived in vain.’
; - “A. A. FRANKLIN HILL,
Asst. Surg. U. S. Army.

by - “New York, January 3, 1852.

“T would state that sulphuric ether and tincture of chloroform are
among the medical supplies furnished for the use of the army.
: £ <. G MOWER,
¢« Surgeon U. S. Army.”’

““ New York, January 31, 1852.

¢« Chloroform and sulphuric ether are, I believe, furnished generally
to the army. * * * 'The effect of these agents is wonderful and
most valuable in lessening pain and suffering.
LROBERT MURRAY,
“¢Asst. Surg. U. S. Army.”’

¢ PHILADELPHIA, January 27, 1852.

“ And so far as my observation extends, (having witnessed a large
number of most painful operations under the influence of ether,) 1 can
but consider the discovery of the properties of these agents as the
greatest boon that poor suffering humanity has ever received.

“W. WHEATON,
“ Surgeon U. S. Army.”’

“Forr WasHINGTON, INDIANA, January 27, 1852.

“Medicai officers are supplied with chloroform for the use of the
army. T * I have used it myself.
“LEWIS A. EDWARDS,
“Surgeon U. S. Army.”

¢«“GERMANTOWN, January 26, 1852.
<«“Some of these agents are always added to the requisitions of medi-

cal surgeons.

201 “0. J. WESTER,

T “Asst. Surgeon U. 8. Army.”’
4
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“Fort MouLTrIE, CHARLESTON HARBOR, S. C.;
s  February 19, 1852.
«Sulphuric ether was used in the general hospital at Vera Cruz,
Mexico, in the summerof 1847. I had charge of that hospital.
«). B. PORTER, M. D.,
.= «“Surgeon U. S. Army.”’

PrarrsBurcH;BARRACKS, N. Y.
“I have used ether. as before stated, for many years. . ‘
«J. MAKLIN,
«Asst. Surg. U. 8. Army.”’

JEFrERSON BaRRACKS, Mo.
¢««C. A. Finley, Surgeon U. S. Army, uses itand says: ‘“As an alle-
viator of human suffering, I consider it the most important discovery
that has been made since the days of Jenner.”’ .

ForT MEADE, FLORIDA.

Jona. Lertturman, Assistant Surgeon U. S. Army, says he uses
them in ¢“diseases involving the nervous system—in allaying the vom-
iting of an irritable stomach, in cramp colic, and in delirium tremens.
Its administration in all was followed by complete relief. In a case of
delirium tremens, in which all the ordinary remedies were used without
effect, I attribute the saving the patient’s life to the administration of
chloroform.”’

Fort ScorT, M1SsSouRI.

Jos. K. Barnes, Assistant Surgeon U. S. Army, says, ‘‘both ether
and chloroform have been, and continue to be, used as anwsthetic agents
by myself and others in army practice. The use of chloroform, under
my immediate notice, has been confined to its anasthelic effects during
surgical operations of some magnitude, in which freedom from pain on
the part of the patient was considered conducive to safety and celerity
in operating. No medical officer is likely to be without them.”’

Fort DopnGe, Towa. *

Charles C. Keeney, assistant surgeon U. S. Army, says, ¢‘ether and. .

chloroform are both used as anzsthetic agents in the army. They are
used to a great extent in neuralgic diseases, and in amputations of the
extremities, and extirpation of various tumors—all with remarkable
good effect in annulling sensation and voluntary motion. Where I have
been stationed they have been used to a great extent.”’

Fort RirLEY, MINNESoTA TERRITORY.

J. Frazier Head, Assistant Surgeon U. S. Army, uses them, and
says, ‘‘as In many important operations in surgery the nervous shock,

2 e o

 y TR
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resulting from the pain experienced, is an element of great importance
in determining the issue of the case, an agent which removes this ele-
ment with'comparative safety, and no bad influence to counterbalance
this advantage, cannot fail to diminish the mortality attendant upon
such cperations.”’ ’

; 1]. S. NavaL Hosprrar, PorTsmouTH, Va.

N. C. Barrabino, Suigeon U. S. Navy, says, ether and chloroform
are used both in"ﬁ!d_‘}'hmy and Navy, and is decidedly of the opinion
that their use lessens mortality. :

*
el Fort McInTosu, LorEno, TExAS.

G. Pierce, Assistant Surgeon U. S. Army, uses them, and says, <1
am inclined to form a very high opinion of chloroform as a remedial
agent.” SR

Fort WEBsTER, NEW MEXICc0, May 27, 1852.

Sir: It gives me pleasure, in compliance with your request, to en-
close to you the accompanying table. My experience in the larger
amputations is, you will perceive, small, but favorable in the highest
degree to the good effects of etherization. Wishing you success,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' WILLIAM A. HAMMOND,
Asst. Surgeon U. S. A.

Dr. W. T. G. Morto~, Washington D. C.

“Fort Duncan, TExas.

< All my experience regarding anesthetic agents has been in partu-
rition, and I can assure you that the effect has always exceeded my
most sanguine hopes. «“GEO. E. COOPER,
“¢Asst. Surgeon U. 8. A.

Bavtivore, February 2, 1852.

That the discovery of an agent which assuages or annihilates the
.gevere pain often experienced in diseases, necessarily inflicted to a
greater or less degree in operations on the human body, and, generally,
ancident to the condition of the female in the act of parturition, should, at
“the very first blush, commend itself to the acceptance of all mankind;
and that the discoverer of such an agent should be regarded as having
conferred the highest earthly boon on afflicted humanity, are proposi-
tions too obvious to need the slightest argument to enforce them.

Whether ether or chloroform is used in the Army for anasthetic pur-
poses, I have no means of knowing, but it is certainly so used in the
practice of the Navy. #

: T am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘., J. BEALE, M. D.,

To HON. W. H. BisseLL, Chairman, &c. Surgeon U. 8. N.
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NavaL Renpezvous, New York, February 7, 1852.
By most of the medical profession these agents are highly appreciated,

and it is believed that Mr. Morton, who made public his discovery of

the anzsthetic power of eiher, is deserving a public reward.

L have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your gbedient servant,
" D. S, EDWARDS,

Hon. W. H. Bisserr, Chairman; §c. ~ Sulgeon U. 8. N.

«ERrig, PENN., January 30, 1852.

«¢T should hold myself bound to use sometimes the one, sometimes
the other, in various couditions of disease and injury.
«WM. MAXWELL WOOD,
«Surgeon: U. S. Navy.””
«NorroLk, February 4, 1852.
«Chloroform or sulphuric ether are used in the naval service as an
anesthetic agent. ;
«They are principally used, in the naval service, to lessen pain, and
enable a timid or excitable patient to undergo an operation.
«“JAMES CORNICK,
“«“Surgeon U. S. Navy.”

¢“‘PHILADELPHIA.
«“That they are used in the Army and Navy. [ think they dimin-
ish mortality. “DANIEL EGBERT,
““Surgeon U. S. Navy.”’
““PHILADELPHIA.
«I have used chloroform as an anzsthetic agent in my practice in
the Navy. $<]. HOPKINSONLL S V.22

U. S. Sarp PeEnnNsyLvaNn1a, NorFork, Va.

D. B. Phillips, assistant surgeon U. S. Navy,uses them, and speaks
of them in the highest terms. :

¥ ‘““AnNaPoLis, Mp.
<My experience has been as yet limited to some’ -éi,xle.en- sdrgica.l .
cases. In preventing the sufferings of surgical operations, Icanside:.'
chloric ether entitled to rank as the crowning medical discoyery oflhe
day. The cases in which I used it were for the removal of cancerous
breasts and large tumors, situated in delicate parts. 1 should strenu-
ously recommend its introduction on board of our vessels of war.
“NINIAN PINKNEY,
“Surgeon U. 8. Navy.”

.
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' v «U. S. NavaL HosprrarL, CHELSEA.
““They are both used as anzsthetic agents in the Navy.
& “S. RUDENSTEIN, '
«y. S’ Navye®

«U. S. Surp PENNsYLVANIA, NORFOLK, VA.

- ““Chloroform is used in the Navy. Its use has been confined to am-
putations and other painful and protracted surgical operations, and with
decided benefit.

S <hHEBAPHILLITPSS
“Asst. Surgeon U. S. Navy.”

it ¢“PHILADELPHIA.

¢Ether and -¢hloroform are both employed as anasthetic agents in
the U. S. Navy. - Diminish mortality in a very notable proportion.
il - «JOHN O’CONNOR BARCLAY,
«“P. A. Surgeon U. S. Navy.”’

«U. S. Navy Yarp, Gosport, Va.

¢«Samuel Barrington, surgeon, U. S. N., says they are used in the
Army and Navy.”’

«U. S. Steam FricaTE SAN JaciNTo, GosporT, Va.

«I have witnessed the use of ether and chloroform as anzsthetic
agents in the navy. These agents have been very generally employed
in a great variety of cases, and with favorable effect.

«“JOHN H. WRIGHT,
¢ Passed Asst. Surgeon U. S. Navy.”’

«U. S. Navar ReEnDEZvVous, BosTon,
January 30, 1852.

«T have seen chloroform used in the navy. * * * T would use

it in all surgical operations when it was desirable to prevent pain.
« GEQ: MALTSRY, U S. N.”?

«U. S. MarineE HosprraL, St. Louis.

«My impression is, that they are used in the army and navy to a
considérable extent, my impression being derived from an acquaintance
with'many of the medical staff of those branches of the public service,
from " their publications in the medical journals of the country, and
from their known disposition to keep pace with the progress of science.
They are regarded as one of the greatest gifts that science could lay on
the altar of humanity. They have now been used on perhapr millions

of persons, indiscriminately, in both hemispheres.
«“CHAS. A. POPE, U. 8. N.”
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“U. S. MariNe Hosvrrar, New OrLeaNs; Feb. 17, 1852.
““As regards the use of anesthetic agents, we have invariably em-
ployed chloroform in operations; also for perineal section, for siricture
of the urethra, and minor surgery, without any unpleasant'results, and
I think with mere favorable convalescence.
.. B. McKELVEY,
¢ Principal Physician ard Surgcon.’’

Dr. J. H. Hopkinson, U. S. Navy, uses chloroform.

Wm. Lowber, U. S. Navy, says, ether and cl]lq'rp‘f_qun is used. "
John H. Wright, passed assistant surgeon U. S. ,Nzi:vy, uses them.
D. B. Phillips, assistant surgeon U. S. Navy, h'a's‘;iJsed them.

John L. Fox, surgeon U. S. Naval Hospital, Chel§§a, says, he has
used them. N

John L. Burtt, U. S. N., U. S. Naval Hospital, N. Yi,;uses chlo-
roform. Sl

Geo. Blacknall, surg. U. S. N., Norfolk, Va., says, they.,_a/re used.
Wm. A. Nelson, M. D., U. S. Navy, says, it is used in the'navy.

D. S. Edwards, surgeon U. S. Navy, says, ether and chloroform are
used in the navy.

Charles S. Tripler, surgeon U. S. A., Fort Gratiot, Mich., uses
them.

R. O. Wood, surgeon U. 8. A, says, it has been used in the navy.

A. S. Wotherspoon, assistant surgeon U. S. Army—Surgeon Gen-
eral’s office—bears testimony to its high value.

Josiah Simpson, assistant surgeon U. S. Army, Fort Wood, New
York harbor, uses ether.

Dr. Macklin, assistant surgeon U. S. Army, uses ether.

L. D. Williams, Havre de Grace, says, anasthetic agents are used.

Ebenezer Swift, surgeon U. S., Fort Martin Scott, Texas, use;"
an@sthetic agents. . it

Dr. J. N. Schoolfield, Marine Hospital, Norfolk, Va., uses anwss
thetic agents. :

Dr. Henry S. Leveret, U. S. Marine Hospital, Mobile, uses anzs- -
thetic agents. 117 % cuiy

Dr. William Ingalls, U. 8. Marine Hospital, Chelsea, Massachp- «
setts, uses anasthetic agents. ;
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: -". s b v\.*‘
§ Dr. M. L. Hewitt, U. S: Marine Hospital, Cleaveland, Ohio, uses
them. , ! gt ;

i Alexapder H. Hassier, Texas, assistant surgeon U. S. Army, uses
anasthetic agents. : .

Thomas H. Williams, assistant surgeon U. S. Army, Fort North,
Texas, speaks highly of them. :

. 'T. C. Madison, U S. Army, uses anasthetic agents.
il & ooy

]

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the \
; United States in Congress assembled. ‘
The undersignéd, hereby testify to your honorable body, that in their
opinion Dr. Wiltiaim T'. G. Morton first proved to the world that ether
would produce ipsensibility to the pain of surgical operations, and that
it could be used with safety. In their opinion, his fellow men owe a
debt to him for this knowledge. Wherefore they respectfully ask a

recognition by Congress of his services to his country and mankind.

JOHN C. WARREN, M. D., Senior Surgeon Massachusetlts Gen-
" eral Hospital, and late President American Medical Society,
and. Emeritus Professor of Anatomy of Harvard University.
GEORGE HAYWARD, M. D., President Massachusetts Medical

* Society, and Surgeon Massachusetts General Hospital.

S.D. TOWNSEND, M. D., Surgeon Mass. Gen. Hospital.

J. MASON WARREN, M. D., « “ « «

S. PARKMAN, M. D., ¢ « « «

HENRY J. BIGELOW, M. D., Surgeon Massachusetts General
Hospital, and Professor of Surgery Harvard University.

HENRY S. CLARK, M. D., Surgeon Massachusctts General Hos-
pital, and City Physician.

JACOB BIGELOW, M. D., Professor Materia Medica Harvard
University, and President of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, and Physician to Massachuselts General Hospital.

OLIVER W. HOLMES, M. D., Professor of Anatomy Harvard

University. g :
'HENRY I. BOWDITCH, M. D., Physician to Mass. Gen. Hospital.
‘D. HUMPHREYS STORER, M. D., <« « « ;
M. S. PERRY, M. D., “« « « £
JAMES JACKSON, M. D)., Consulting Physicians and

GEORGE C. SHAT'TUCK, M. D,
. JOHN JEFFRIES, M. D.,
- EDWARD REYNOLDS, M. D., Y
CWALTER CHANNING, M. D., Professor of Midwifery Harvard
¥ University.
JOHN lWARIg} , M. D., Professor. Theory and Practice Harvard
University. _ j Civoa il oot )
JOHN HOMANS, M. D., President Sufolk District Medical
Society.

Surgeons Mass. General
Hospital.

¢
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WM. J. DALE, M. D., one of the Trustees Massdchu.setls Gleneral

Hospital.

i v

JOHN L FOX, M. D., Surgeon Naval Hospital, Cﬁelsea
WM. INGALLS Physman and Surgeon, U. S. Marine Hospital,

Chelsea, Mass

S. L. ABBO TT, M. D., Admitting Physician Massachusetts Gene-

ral Hospztal

HENRY W. WILLIAMS, M. D., Secretary Szgﬂoll» District Medi-

cal Society.

M. H. CHIELDS, President Birkshire Medical (,ollccre

GEORGE A. BETHUNE,

R. W. HOOPER,
EDWARD REYNOLDS,

Massachusetts Charitable Eye and
Ear Infirmary.,

MEMBERS oF MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Walter Channing,

John Homans, President Suffolk
District Medical Society,

Z. B. Adams,

John C. Hayden,

John Ware,

Ephraim Bush,

George Bartlett,

Jonas H. Lane,

Anson Hooker,

Henry Dyer,

Augustus A. Gould,

Charles Gordon,

Joseph L. Jones,

Samuel Kneeland, sr.,

T'. Fletcher Oakes,

Geo. Hubbard,

Chas. W. Moore,

Richard H. Salter,

Fytche Edward Olwein,

Wm. J. Dale,

Wm. Ed. Coale,

James W. Stone,

B. W. Newell,

Francis A. Willard,

Wm. Hawes,

Charles Mifflin,

J. Wippasne,

Abrm. A. Watson,

Aaron P. Richardson,

Henry A. Ward,

Wm. Bowen Morris,

James B. Gregerson,

M. Mattson,

David Thayer,

Samuel Morrill, = s = ..
Silas Durkee, Lk

Geo. Stevens Jones,

Jesse Chickering, ~: .i..
J. A. Tarbell, K. g
Geo. H. Symane, ol
Henry W. Williams,

J. Randolph Lincoln,
George Derby,

Warren J. Whitney,
F'rancis Minot,

D. D. Slade,

W. E. Townsend,

John B. Alley,

Geo. H. Gay,

Luther Parks, jr.,

Wm. G. Wheeler,

o F': H. Gray,

James F'. Harlow,
George Russell,
Chas. K. Ware,
E. W. Blake,
Edw. H. Clarke,
Samuel Gregg,
E. D. Miller,

C. G. Putham,
Chas. A. Phelps,
John Oden, jr.,
Joseph Reynolds,
Geo. Hayward, jr.,
Henry Osgood Sune,



Wm. W. Morland,
M. C. Greene,
Horace Stacy,

* Franklin“F. Patch,
Samuel L. Abbot,
John H. Oix,
James Ayer,

Jos. J. Fales,:

P. Wibrand,

Ezra Bartlett,

S. F. Parcher,
James Hyndman,
Henry S. Lee.

E. D. Cleaveland,
John Stevens:

1ra W. Tobie,

J. Everette Herrick,
N. C. Stevens,
Enoch €. Rolfe,
Henry Willard,
A. Alexander,

D. McGowan, .
Alex. S. Buler,
Benj. B. Appleton,

E. E. Braun,

A.J. Bellows,
Benj. Seabury,
George . Otis, jr.,
Charles H. Allen,
A. C. Webber,

J. P. Alden,

W. W. Wellington,

A. L. Peirson,
William Mack,
George Choate,
Wm. Henry Prince,
J. G. Wood,

James Stone, jr.,

¥, E. Cross,

A. S. Adams,
J. T. Galloupe,
Danl. Perley,

5

G. Newton Thomson,
J. M. Phipps,

Abner Phelps,

Josiah Curtis,

E. D. G. Palmer,
Danl. V. Folts,

R. L. Hinckley,

J. W. Hinckley,

M. B. Souard,

P. E. Molloy,

Henry Bryant,

Chas. E. Buckingham,
J. W Warren, i
D. D. Smith,

George Power,
William Read,

J. F. W. Lane,

Counstantine B. O’Donnell, M.

B 0SS
John S. H. Fogg,
Edmund T. Eastman,
J. C. Sanborne,
E. A. Kittredge.

Charlestown.

H. L.. Chase,

Chas. F. Foster,

A. J. Cummnings,
Thomas J. Stevens,
Hutchinson Germaine,
Alexander Poole,
James B. Forsyth,
John Toomy.

‘Salem, Mass.

E. B. Peirson, .
Geo. C. S. Choate,
Geo. A. Perkins,

Newbur_i/port » Muss.

H. Wheatland, b
Samuel Johnson, gl &
Edward A. Holyoke.

S. M. Gale.

Lynn, Mass.

James M. Nye,
John Renton,

Nathaniel Ruggles,

7 L A >



D. A. Johnson,
E. Porter Eastman,

Henry Clarke,

Saml. Flagg,

Geo. A. Bates,

Chas. W. Whitcomb,
Joseph Sargent,
Oramel Martin,
William Workman,

Jas. M. Smith,

Edwin Seeger,

N. Adams,

A. S. McClean,
Alfred Lambert,

H. H. Childs, President of Birk-
head Med. Institution.

N. S. Barnes,
0. S. Root,
Frank A. Cady,
O. E. Brewster,
Nath’l Foote,

Alfred Bayliss,
H. B. Hubbard,
Horace Bowen,
Ebenezer Dawes,

T. S. Mayhew,
Johnson Clark,
Jno. H. Jennings,
Wm. A. Gordon,

James W. Hartly,
P. A. Smyth,
Jerome Dwelly,

John O. Green,
Henry Whiting,
J. P. Jewett, y
J. D. Pillsbury,

- Elisha Huntington,
John W. Graves,
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Chas. M. Weeks, '
Edw. Newhall::~ - B
Worcester, Mass.
Rufus Woodward,
Henry Sargent,
A. Goulet,
d,

P. B. Mignoult
Benj. Heywoo
John E. Hathaway.

Spring field, Mass. a8 :

C. C. Chaffee; '
H.A. Hnmlllon,
Henry B. Vaille,
D. C. Perkins. -

Pittsfield, Mass.

Avery Williams,
A. N, Allen, "
L. F. Humeston, .
Willard Clough, M. 17“" i
Clark F. Hall, M. D., ;
N. J. Wilson.

D
i

Taunton.
William Dickinson,
Dan. King,
George Leonard.

New Bedford.
Elijah Colby,
C. D. Stickney,
John Howell Mackie,
Paul Spooner.

Fall River.

Foster Hooper,
E. T. Learned.

Lowell.

Benjamin Skelton,
H. Pillsbury,

P. P. Campbell,

L. B. Morse,
Charles A. Davis,
Ployer G. Kittredge,
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Daniel Holt,
Daniel Mowe,

David Wells, © J. W. Scribner.
L Lawrence.

-Geo. W-..:Sanborn, o David Dana,

Wm. D. Lamb, e J. H. Morse.

; South Andover.

-James Howarth \ W. H. Kimball.

e thchburg
Thos. R. Boutelle, W. M. Barrett,

Levi Pillsbury,
T. W. Wadsworth,

R

Jas. Li. Hunt,
Winslow Warren,

Jeretﬁy Stimson,
D. P. Wight,

hzra Stephenson,

Ebenezer Woodward,
William G. Pattee,

Andrew Nichols,
Joseph Osgood,

James C. Briggs,
Chandler Flagg,

W. C. Boyden,
Charles Haddock,

Isaac P. Smith,
C. H. Hildreth,

Benjamin Haskell,
Lemuel Gott,

Henry Bigelow,

Simon Whitney,

Francis Leland,

Henry M. Linrab.

Plymouth.

Benjamin Hubbard,
Timothy Gordon.

Dedham.

H. F. Spear.

Hingham.

Robt. T. P. Fiske.

Quincy.

W. Goddard.

Danvers.

David A. Grosvenor,
George Osgood.

Marblehead.

Daniel Gill.

Beverly.

Ingalls Kittredge.

Gloucester.

Geo. W. Smith.’

Rockport.

Oscar D. Abbott.

Newton.

Cyrus K. Bartlet.

Framingham.

Allston W. Whitney.

Milford.

Theodore O. Cornish.
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[Eztract of a letter from John Watson, M. D.] ~
New York HospiraL, January 10, 1852.

The wonderful action of ether and the other anasthetics in alleviat-
ing suffering, and in overcoming spasm and muscular resistance during
the most protracted, difficult, and delicate surgical m‘em})ulahqns, is
sufficient to place them among the most useful discoveries that ever .
have been effected, and to entitle Mr. Morton, who first demonstrated:
the anesthetic properties and use of sulphuric ether, to the gratitude
of his countrymen, and to give him rank among the benefactors, of
the human race. Jon

I remain, with becoming respect,

‘GeorGE NEWBoLD, Esq. JOHN WATSON.

[Exztract of a letter from Henry 1. Bowditch, Physigidn of the Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital.] g

BosTon, Ja.ﬁuary &; 1852,

I presume that the discovery of the anzsihetic properties of ether,
and s practical application to medicine, will take a rank quite equal
to that of vaccination. To no one does the world owe se-much for
this practical application, as to Dr. Morton. In fact I am fully ¢on-
vinced that had it not been for the boldness of that gentlemggn, the
world to the present hour would have been ignorant of thesé¥eculiar
adaptations of ether to alleviate human suffering. I say boldness now.
In former times, however, [ said rashness; for I believe I may say,
without fear of contradiction, that the medical profession, as a body,
would have feared death as the result, from experiments such as are now
made daily without the least fear. Dr. Morton has convinced us from
error.  Doubtless he received suggestions from other similar experi-
ments, made by several individuals, but to his indomitable perseverance
do we finally owe all the essential good which the discoverer has be-
stowed on man.

I hope therefore that Dr. Morton will receive a tribute of respect from
Congress, that shall be commensurate with the great benefits that he
has bestowed upon the nation.

I remain, very respectfully, yours,

Hon. W. H. BisseLL. HENRY I. BOWDITCH.

[Exfrqct of a letter from Henry J. Bigelow, Professor in Harvard
 University , and Surgeon in Massachusetts General Hospital.]

Bosron, January 3, 1852.

I trust that Dr. Morton will now at last receive a substantial and
liberal return for his discovery, that ether can annul pain ; 1, with.”
safety—with less risk, for example, than everybody daily encounters :
either in walking or riding ; 2, with certainty, in every case. ;

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

% , HENRY J. BIGELOW.
W. H. BisseLr, Chairman, &-c. -
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[Ertract of a letter from James Jaclkson, M. D., Professor Emeritus
of Theory and Practice of Physic in the University at Cambridge,
Honorary - Member of the Royal Medico-Chirurgical Society of
London, §c.)

o R Bosrton, January 5, 1852.

1 have, nevertheless, watched the new use of ether and chloroform
with great interest from the first annunciation of this discovery by Dr.
Morton ; and I will say, in general, that it would be difficult to exag-
gerate the benefits of these anzsthetic agents.

The great and undoubted benefits of ether are shown in surgical and
obstetric practice ; and I believe these are such as to entitle the dis-
coverer of its good effects, when employed by inhalation, to a very.
large reward.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Hon. W. H. BisskLL. JAMES JACKSON.

In a communication to a former committee of the House, Dr. Jack-
S0N' saySia Loy

¢ In my opinion, Dr. Morton is entitled to a grant from Congress,
for the Elhe.r discovery, more than any and all other persons in the
werldefdd - = '

Pt fE‘xtract of a letter from Richard Girdler, M. D.]
Bosron, January 27, 1852.

I was. present at those operations when ether was first administered
at the hospital ; saw its effects with admiration and astonishment, and
am witness to its successful application almost every day ; and hope
the committee will report favorably upon the just claims of Wm. T'. G.
Morton, who, I believe, is entitled to the merit of the discovery, and
consequently should receive a fitting reward.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
RICHARD GIRDLER,
Superintendent Massachusetts General Hospital.
Hon. W. H. BissgLL.

[Extract of a letter from George Huayward, M. D., Professor of
Harvard Unwersity, and Surgeon in Massachusetts General
Hospital.]

Boston, January 8, 1852.

T cannot close this letter without saying, that I regard sulphuric ether,
the agent first used by Dr. Morton, as by far the best anasthetic agent;
that I believe the world are indebted to him for its‘introduction into
practice, by proving by actual experiment what was not before known
or generally believed, that it could be inhaled with safety.
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I certainly regard this discovery as one of the greatest of the age, atil
think that Dr. Morton is entitled to a liberal grant from our country for
the benefit that he has conferred on‘the human race. - s
1 am, with much respect; your obedient sefvant, - * * . °
GEORGE HAY WARD. -
Hon. W. H. BrsserLrn. i 5

v "]
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[Extract of a letter from Thomas P. Jackson.}; 7. 08
Bosron, February -4, 1852.

I consider the discovery and introduction-of sulphuric ether as an
anasthetic agent to be second to no discovery in medical science, ‘not
even to the discovery of vaccination, and that we are solely indebted .
for its introduction by Dr. William I'. G. Morton.

My opinion is that no compensation Congress can confer on Doctor
Morton will equal his deserts, and I really hope thatifor once a deserv-
ing man may receive his recompense during his life, instead of having
a monument erected over his grave. I would say, in-conclusion, that
1 have not the slightest acquaintance with Dr. Morton; and that I be-
lieve it is the general wish of the profession in this vicinity that Doctor
Morton shall receive some remuneration for the benefits he has con-
ferred on suffering humanity. i i ;

Yours, respectfully, | i v
THOMAS P. JACKSON; M. D.
S

A
\

Hon. Wirriam H. Bissecr.

il

[Extract of a letter from Dr. Putnam.]
Boston, February 14, 1852.

In regard to the estimate in which I hold it, (ether,) 1 cannot, per-
haps, give a more satisfactory proof, than by stating that, immediately *
after my first experiments, I insisted on Dr. Morton’s acceptance of a
small sum of money in acknowledgment of my personal obligation to
him, and as an earnest of what I considered to be his due from the
whole community.

With great respect, I am, yours,

CHARLES G. PUTNAM, M. D.
To the ComMITTEE. ]

[Eztract of a letter from Augustus A. Gould, M. D.]
; : Bosron, January 15, 1852. .
« Lcannot but hope that Congress will do something noble in this case..
Other nations have already bestowed honors and emoluments upon:
those they have deemed entitled, in testimonial of their appreciation of;,
this, the greatest boon which has yet been granted to the keenest suf-
_ferings of mankind. And it is not seemly that our own nation should
" pass by in silence one of the greatest and most universally applicable

o
1o0s
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discoveries which. the world can boast of. The person or persons in-
strumental in bestowing it deserve substantial reward. -

I have happened to know every step in the early introduction of the
use of ether as an an@sthetic agent. And I am familiar with the odium,
the denunciations, and the persecutions, and threatened persecutions
which. were so liberally showered at its introduction. They came from
honest men, whose experience had led them to apprehend serious
danger. But with firmness of purpose, disregard of threats, and no
lack or stint of expense, the demonstration was soon complete, and all
rational opposftion has long since been silent ; and now it is not only a
subject for national pride and national gratitude, but it commands and

. receives the gratitude of the world. :
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. AUGUSTUS A. GOULD.

Hon. W. H. BisseLL.

[Eztract of a letter from Albion S. Dudley, M. D.]
Gl Bosron, February 3, 1852.

Dr. Morton certainly was the first in this city to reveal the anzsthe-
tic effects of the sulphuric ether to the public, and successfully intro-
duce it into the Massachusetts Medical College, fo my certain know-
ledge. +- »8 + -

" " "T'have the honor to be, yours, respectfully,
g ALBION S. DUDLEY.
To the Hon. W. H. BisseLr.

[Eatract of a letter from A. L. Peirson, M. D.]
SaLEM, January 17, 1852.

I have toiled through five-and-thirty years of medical, and especially
surgical practice, in a dense population, during most of the time in con-
scious need of some pain-destroying remedy, and I hail the discovery
of the application of the properties of ether with devout gratitude to a
beneficent Creator, who has vouchsafed such a blessing to suffering
humanity ; and with sincere thankfuluess to Dr. Morton as being the
efficient and fortunate agent, by whose means it has been placed in the
hands of the medical profession.  Foralthough the inhalation of ether,
to produce intoxication, may not hnve.been anew idea previous to

"October, 1846, yet Dr. Morton, at that time, partially demonstrated its
safety, utility, and applicability, in making surgical operations painless,
and was the procuring cause of its being now employed by all classes
of medical practitioners, in taking away that dread of human nature—

pain. !
... 1+ I have the honor to subscribe myself, very respectfully
2 *"A. L. PEIRSON. - .

8

iﬂ,I-I-on. W. H. BisseLL. £

i
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[Letter from J. F. May, Professor of Surgery National Medical
College, Washington.] . . j
WasmiNgron, February 10, 1852,
Sir: [ have received your circular requesting of' me an answer to
the following inquiries : i i
1st. Is ether or chloroform used as an anzsthetic agent in your in-
stitution ? ‘

2d. 1f used, to what extent, in what classes of diseases, or of opera- -

tions, and with what effect? :

3d. What, in your opinion, is their effect in diminishing mortality ?

4th. To what extent, in what classes of cases, and with what result
are they used in private practice in your vicinity ? ;

5th.” In what appreciation are they held by the medical faculty with-
in your knowledge? ;

I reply: b

1st. Chloric ether is always used by me and my colleagues, as an
anasthetic agent in every operation of any importance that is per-
formed in the Washington Infirmary, of which institution I am one of
the surgeons. i

2d. For more than three years I have constantly used it, both in
hospital and in private practice, and. it has never in a single instance
disappointed me in producing insensibility to pain, and .Il‘have never
found its administration to be attended or followed by any serieus result.
I have given it at all ages, from the tender infant to the old and infirm
man, and from a few moments to more than an hour ata time. I have
performed under its influence many of the most important and capital
operations of surgery ; among which T may mention lithotomy, stran-
gulated hernia, the removal of tumors from various regions, the different
amputations of both the upper and lower extremities, froin the removal
of  {iager to disarticulation of the hip joint, &c.

od. 1 am perfectly convinced that the use of anasthetic agents has
greatly diminished the mortality of surgical operations, and I am pre-
pared to say further, that 1 would almost as soon think of amputating a
hm'b without previously compressing its principal artery, as to perform
a difficult and dangerous operation without first putting the patient in
an anasthetic state. 1 consider it, in fact, so important an element to
the success of the surgeon in severe and formidable operalions, by pre-
venting all shock to the system, that I think he ought to decline any
operation of magnitude and danger, should he meet with a refusal on
the part of the patient to be subjected to its influence. But fortunately
there are few who are not only willing but anxious to be soothed by
the magic spell which, to the victim, robs surgery of nearly all its ter-
rors, and to the surgeon brings pleasure, from the knowledge that he
inflicts no pain. r -
_4th. T believe that all important surgical operations in private prae-
tice in this vicinity are performed under anzsthetic influence, and with
the results that I have already mentioned.

¢
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~ b5th. I believe that the medical faculty throughout the civilized world,
where anzsthesia has been introduced, consider it to be one of the
greatest boons that has ever been given to suffering man; and believing
Dr. Morton to be its discoverer, ! trust he will receive from the Gov-
ernment a compensation commensurate with the immense benefit it has
conferred upon the human race. -~ .,
S I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &ec.,
. Hon. W. H. BrssEeLL. e JNO. FRED’K MAY.

[Eztract of a letter from Alex. H. Steevens, M. D.]

New York, January 5, 1852.

Without the slightest knowledge of Dr. Morton, or of any one con-
nected, or claiming to be connected with this discovery, and without
assuming that he is mainly the discoverer, which yet I believe, 1 take
leave to state that the claim of scientific discoverers to reward is a strong
one. e O

The comm#inity is taxed by patent rights for inventions to the amount
of many millions annually. 'T'he men of science paying themselves a
part of these taxes, and bringing to light, by their unpaid labors, scien-
tific discoveries from which these inventions in a great measure take
their rise; are teft entirely, in this country, without any reward what-
soever!“[a Europe they are rewarded, besides that they are supported
By shtailes attached to their membership of scientific institutions.

In viéw of these considerations, and looking not only to what is just
as between science and government, but what is, in a very high degree
and altogether beyond the appreciation of unlearned men, expedient,
as respects the interest of the government, liberal rewards should be
given for unpatented discoveries. .

With very great respect, I am, very truly, your obedient servant,

The Hon. W. H. BisskLL. ALEX. H. STEEVENS.

P. S. From an official connection with the three great hospitals in
this city, embracing about 3,000 patients, I am enabled to state that
anasthetic agents are generally used in puerperal cases, in painful
chronic diseases, in the reduction of fractures and dislocations, and in
other capital surgical operations, many of which are rendered more
successful, and not a few only practicable by their use. I consider it
the greatest discovery in medicine since that of Jenner. Ttis to the
healing art, what steam navigation, electro-magnetism, and railroad
traveling, are to commercial and social communications. I

[Extract of a letter from Hugh H. McGuire, M. D.]
WINCHESTER, VaA.
« I regard the discovery of anasthetic agents the most important dis_-
covery made in surgery for the last century. Itisalso er}llrely Ameri-
<can; for although attempts have been made for a long time to destroy

6
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sensibility to surgical operations, no approximation ‘was made. to.it,
until it was discovered in Boston that sulphuri¢ ether would produce
total insensibility. Now it has been .the practice in all enlighténed
countries to reward important discoveries in a very liberal manner; I
do hope that an American Congress wilktigt fail to follow the example.
The use of these agenis have become s cgmmon and general through-
out Europe, that a late distinguished Professor of Philadelphia, during.
a visit to Europe, was constantly asked, if it was possible any surgeons.
in America could be found opposed to them., I have no hesitation in
stating that not only is pain avoided, but many lives saved by their

use, for the nervous shock, in consequence of “serious operations, net . .

anfrequently ends in death. This is avoided by'an®sthesia, * % % T

[t would be just and proper to make him a liberal pension forit. It
would not only be an incentive and stimulus to further discoveries in
this extensive field of science, but redound to the credit of the Govern-
ment, here and abroad. i I R '

Very truly, your friend, ". %,
HUGH H. McGUIRE,
Hon. Cuas. J. FAULKNER. Prof. Surgery.

Jacob Bigelow, M. D., President of the Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences, Professor in Harvard University, and Physician to Massachu-
setts General Hospital, in a letter to Hon.. W. -H. Bissell, says:

¢It is considered by myself, and by the more intelligent part'of -my
med,isal friends, as the most important medical discovery of the presént
age.

In an article published in the Medical and Surgical Journal of July
7, 1847, he says: A

“In the case of Dr. Jackson, if he did make the discovery in 1842,
as asserted, or even later, he stands accountable for the mass of human
misery which he has permitted his fellow-creatures to undergo, from
the time when he made his discovery, to the time when Dr. Morton
made his. In charity, we prefer to believe, that up to the latter period
he had no definite notion of the real power of ether in surgery, having
seen no case of its application in that science.’’

[Letter from Professor Simpson, the discoverer of Chloroform 4

EpinsurcH, November, 19, 1847.
My Dear Sir: I have much pleasure in offering, for your kind
acceptance, the accompanying pamphlet. Since it was published we
have had various other operations performed here, equally successful.
I have a note from Mr. Liston, telling me also of its perfect success in
Liondon. Its rapidity and depth are amazing.

In the Monthly Journal of Medical Science for September, 1 have
a long article on etherization, vindicating your claims over those of
Jackson.



' Of course, the g !
~ Jor that the warld is, 1 think, indebted to you.
1 read a paper lately to our society, showing that it was recommended
by Pliny, &c., in old times,
. With very great esteem 8 ou, allow me to subscribe myself,
A ' ' Yburs, very faithfully,
gV, SIMPSONS

 Dr. W. T'. G. Morron. 4

G ‘_[Extraét of a letterf;'om J. Parkman, M. D., of Boston.]

Life may also be saved from the more ready submission of the pa<
 tients to necessary operations, since they can be assured that they are”
painless. And inasmuch as pain and spasm do destroy life, it is fair to

‘presume that agents relieving these must diminish mortality.

In private practige in this city an@sthetic agents are in universal use
in all surgical operations, and also in all the operations of midwifery.
They are in quite general use in all diseases requiring an antidote to
pain and spasm, as one of the means to allay them, and some practi
tioners use them in all cases of child-birth.

; I remain, very respectfully,
: J. PARKMAN,
One of the Surgeons of the Muss. Gen. Hospital.

Hon W. H. BissELL.

[Extract of a letter from S. D. Townsend, M. D., of Boston.)

It has been used almost daily for diseases of a spasmodic and painful
character, and in all surgical operations, with the effect of relieving
pain and annihilating perfectly all suffering in surgical operations. [
believe it diminishes mortality, by relieving spasmnodic diseases, and
preventing the severe shock of surgical operations. In private practice
it has been used to the same extent, and in the same classes of cases,
and with the same result as occurring in the Massachusetts General
Hospital, with the addition of cases of midwifery, in which it prevents
the seusation of pain, without retarding delivery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. D. TOWNSEND,
One of the Surgeons of the Mass. Gen. Hospital.

[Extract of a letter from S. Mason Warren, M. D, of Boston.]

Sulphuric ether and strong chloric ether are used at the Massachu-
setts General Hospital. Chloroform is not used.

"I'he above substances are used in almost every surgical operation, and
in many diseases attended with severe pain. 1 have seen them exhib-
ited in more than two thousand cases, including hospltz_J.l and private
practice, and never with any bad result. By preventing the severe
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an influence in diminishing mortality. In su gical operations in private
practice, I have used the chloric and sulphurie éthers, principally the
former; also in many obstetric cases, an relieve suffering in painful

shock to the systein in surgical operations, it'wbable that they have

-diseases, often as a substitute for opium; atrd I believe them to be used

by most other practitioners of Boston and the vicinity for the same pur-
poses, and with a satisfactory resnlt. .
Very respectfully, yours,
S. MASON WARREN, _ '
One of the Surgeons of the Mass. Gen. Hospital.

Hon. W. H. BisseLL. X

[Eztract of a letter from John Ware, M. D.:, of Boston.]

Their most important use is in the practice of midwifery. They are
employed very generally in severe, protracted, and ‘dangerous cases.

" My belief is, from my own experience, and from the toncurrent testi-

mony of all practitioners with whose opinions I am cohversant, that
they not only diminish, and sometimes annihilate, the suffering which
is attendant on parturition, but that they lessen also the dread of it,
which is so strong a feeling in the minds of females; and further, that
they render patients less liable to the subsequent ill effects of severe
labors, especially those in which the use of instruments are necessary.
1 have employed or seen them employed in asthma, in croup, in eon-
vulsions of children and adults, in neuralgia, in the spasmodic affec-
tions of fever, and in many other cases of a more indefinite character,
into the description of which it is not now necessary to your purpose to
enter. 1 have also employed .them with signal advantage to alleviate
the sufferings which occur toward the close of life, or in the act of
death, in patients who have had irrecoverable diseases.

Their introduction is regarded by all practitioners within my circle of
acquaintance, whose opinions I should regard as of value, as the most
important discovery in practical medicine and surgery which has been
made since that of vaccination by Dr. Jenner.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Hon. W. H. BisseLL. JOHN WARE.

. [Extract of a letter from J. S. Jones, M. D., of Boston.]

In the private practice in my vicinity the use of these anzsthetic
agents is quite common in dentistry, in midwifery, and scarcely any
operation of surgery is performed without its use. I'he reduction of
dislocations and the adaptation of fractured bones, are materially aided
by the effects of ether, besides the freedom from suffering ‘enjoyed by
the injured person when under its effects.

Respectfully, yours,
Hon. W. H. BisseLL. J'S. JONES.
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[Eztract of a letter from Z. B. Adams, M. D., of Boston.} )
It_is almost uniformly used, both in public and private practice, i
dentistry, in midwifery, and in all surgical operations; also to cause
muscalar relaxation in the re®¥etion of hernia; has been eminently suc-
cessful in cases of convulsions after delivery, and in alleviating the ex-
cruciating pain caused by the passage of calculi through the ureters. It
is an exceedingly rare thing to hear of any dangerous or even serious
effects from the use of either ether or chloroform. "I'he good effects are
almost incalculable. :
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Hon. W. H. BisseLL. Z. B. ADAMS.

[Eztract from a letter written by Dr. John Jeffrics, physician to the
. Massaclhusetts General Hospital.)

For my opinion of the benefits bestowed upon the world by Dr.

Morton, please allow me to refer you to a note addressed by me to the - -

Hon. R. C. Winthrop: .

«“Dr. Morton, who visits Washington to seek some remuneration from
Government for the benefit which he has conferred upon the country by
the introduction of sulphuric etlier, requests me to express to you my
opinion (which I do most unreservedly) that the world is indebted en-
tirely to Dr. Morton for the introduction of this agent to produce insen-
sibility to pain, and that it is a physical blessing not second to any that
has been conferred upon suffering humanity.

¢¢1 sincerely hope that Dr. Morton will receive some remuneration
for his very great benefaction.

««With high respect, your obedient servant,
JOHN JEFFRIES.

«Hon. R. C. WiNTHROP,
««Speaker of the House of Representatives.”’

Oliver W. Holmes, the distinguished poet, and a physician to the
Massachusetts General Hospital, held the following language in an
opening address of the Medical College, Boston:

«:The knife is searching for disease; the pulleys are dragging back
dislocated limbs; nature herself is working out the primal curse, which
doomed the tenderest of her creatures to the sharpest of her trials; but
the fierce extremity of suffering has been steeped in the waters of for-
getfulness, and the deepest furrow in the knotted brow of agony has
been smoothed forever.’’

Again, in a communication to the Hon. Isaac . Morse, he says:

<[t is a notorious and wholly undisputed fact that Dr. Morton in per-
son instituted the first decisive experiments, at the risk of his reputation,
and with a courage and perseverance, without which, even had the idea
of the possibility of such effects been entertained, the.world might have
waited centuries or indefinitely before the result was reached.
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«It iswell known that Dr. Morton, instead of profiting by his diséov-
ery, has suffered in mind, body and estale* nsequence of the time
and toil he has consecrated to it. . ,

I have no particular relations with Dr.Mo#ton, and no interest in
common with him, to bias me in my epinions and feelings. But, re-
membering what other countries have‘doue for their public benefactors,
and unwilling to believe that a rich and prosperous republic cannaot
afford and will not incline to indulge its gratitude whenever a proper
occasion presents itself, I have addressed you this line to tell you that
I think now is the time and this is the'man. : : Rk

«0. W. HOLMES:,

¢“Hon. Isaac E. Morsg.”’

‘ [Eztract of a letter from Geo. B. Loring, M. U, Salem, Mass.]

It is one month since 1 had charge of the Marine Hospital, Chelsea,
Massachusetts; and any statement based on personal ‘experience must
be founded upon my practice there. S

In all operations, in all painful natural processes, in all diseases at-
tended with great local suffering, the intelligent and philanthropic
physician avails himself of the great blessing. ~And while so much
suffering is relieved, it cannot be doubted—in fact it is satisfactorily
proved, that mortality attending these operations, processes, and diseases,
is materially diminished. J

As the interrogatories addressed to me have grown out of an inquiry
into the ¢claims of Wmn. T. G. Morton, of Boston, to the merit of the"
discovery,’” it may be proper to state to the committee that its credit
has been, from the earliest date, almost universally accorded to Dr.
Morton by those of the profession who have given it their careful in-
vestigation. During its development, the surgeons and officers of the
Massachusetts General Hospital examined its merits, under the special
guidance of Dr. Morton, and with a full recognition of his sole agency
in the practical experiments which were leading to its establishment.
And now that those events have passed into history, the Historiz of
the hospital records as a fact fixed by all reliable testimony, that Dr.
Morton is the discoverer.

. It should be borne in mind that this is the verdict of the immediate
locality in which the discovery was made; and any recognition from
abroad of Dr. Jackson’s claims to it is no more than should be expected
from the scientific world towards any pertinacious and untiring claim-
ant holding his high position, be the claims true or false.

Hon. W. H. BisskeLL. GEO. B. LORING.

[Eztract from a letter written by Dr. Francis Boott, of London.]’ o

“I was much interested in the discussion of the ether question, and"
entirely agree with you in your conclusion. I should say, as in the
case of the yacht race, ‘ Morton is first, and Jackson nowhere.” 1 am

-
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giad to_find you are ' ‘:?,a“ gallery of portraits of your benefactors
and distinguished me n, and Morton’s should be among them.
1 still hope Congress will reward him.”’ :

Hon. W. H. BisseLt.

[,Ex(raci of aletter from S. Pt_ri;;z's, M. D, of Grreensboro, Alabama.]

The medical faculty appreciate it highly, and seem at a loss to know
how they would practise withofig it, nor could a man be sustained by
his medical brethren ar the coimmunity, who would refuse to use it.

“In fine, it is to the medical profession the greatest discovery of modern
times, hardly excepling quinine.
R Very respectfully,

S. PARIS. :
Hon. W. H. BisseLL.

[Eztract of a letter from James Ayer, M. D)., of Boston.]

The cases in which they are more especially employed are in nearly
all surgical operations where suffering is an attendant; in surgical dis-
eases generally painful, and frequently protracted. 'I'hey are also
used in diseases of a spasmodic character, as cholera, eramps, colic,
asthma, and in rheumatism and neuralgia. A great variety of cases
in _midwifery, as well as hysterin and convulsions, and many other
painful diseases which might be added to this list, are very essentially
relieved by these remedies. Your obedient servant,
~ Hon. W. H. BisskLL. JAMES AYER.

[Eztract of a letter from P. M. Crane, M. D., of East Boston.]

In nearly all the operations of surgery which are likely to be attended
with pain, either chloric ether, sulphuric ether, or chloroform are used.
So uniform is the belief in their utility, that no surgeon at the present
time would do without them. In obstetric practice they are also exten-
sively used where cases occur requiring instrumental interference, but
are not much employed in natural labor.

With much respect,
Hon. W. H. BisseLL. P. M."CRANES*

[Eztract of a letter from Juhn H. Diz, M. D., of Boston.]

In all painful operations upon the globe of the eye and its append-
ages, these agentsaflord incalculable relief both physically and meungally.
The severe operations upon the internal textures of the globe of the eye,
~ mot in themselves painful, but requiring for their satisfactory perform-
ance absolute immobility of the organ, these agents insure what, in
young subjects especially, was hitherto only approximated to.

In the few operations of ophthalmic surgery which endanger life, T
find from the use of these agents a diminished tendency to inflammatory
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.+ within the cranium, and therefore | ard to life. In aural
‘aﬁgery, though not fr equenlly required. tic agents are of great
:value, chleﬂy in the removal of morbid gro from the external,or
internal ear. I believe that no other discovery.in the whole range’of
medicine and surgery (with the exception, perhaps, of vaccination) Ras
“in the same time contributed so mucli to relieve suffering and. -prolong

life. ; Yours, respectfully,
Hon. W. H. BisseLr. - . . JOHN H. DI-X.

;[Extmcl ofa letter from J. Appleton, M.D., West Newburg‘, Maﬂs 1

I have la(ely observed good eﬁ"ectfoHow the mhala,t,lon of chloroform

during a paroxysm of severe suffering from dysmqnouhea, in which
" relief was almost instantaneous.

-1t is, however, in obstetr’c practice that I have ngst. frequemly used
these valuable agents, and I regard their usefulnegs-jn his relation as
among the most valuable resulis of, their discoveryy., ;

Respectfully, yours, &c.y g ,.
) : JOHN AP,PLETON
~ Hon. W, H. BisseLL. .

"
}"J
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[E'xtract of a letter from L. B. Morse, M D., DBoston, Mass.]

They are used in most cases of lmpmtant or capital surgery, in
many cases of delirium tremens, tetanus, and similar neuralgic dis-
eases, and in dental surgery; also by some of our medical practition-
ers in common use in midwifery.

It diminishes mortality in three ways—viz: Ist, in severe surgical
operations, by entire relief from nervous excitability and reaction which
attend them; 2d. By giving time for thie use of the knife and the care-
ful wmplellon of a’dangerous operation, in the perfect quietude of the
patient; 3d. The rest secured by some patients in certain neuralgic
diseases, which if not attained, death is the result.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, L. B. MORSE.

Hon. W. H. BisseLL.

[Eztract of a letter from L. H. Anderson, M.D). Sumtérville Ala.]

1 think anwsthetics diminish mortality in two w nys Ist. By prevent-
ing the shock of pain on the nervous system; 2d. By securing perfect
lmnlOblhlV of the patient, and enabling the surgeon to opemte more
safely and exacly.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. H. ANDERSON, M. D.
Hon. W. H. BisseLL.

[Exztract of a letter from S. Blanding, M. D., Columbia, S. C.)

Iis use has induced patients to submit to the knife early, when oth-
erwise they would have resulted fatally.
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I" consider it on most important discoveries of the age iq miti-
- gating human suffering, and often in saving life. i
e -1 have the honor to be, yours, &c.,

L i S. BLANDING.
‘- Hon. W. H. BissgLL. |, i \

[Eztract of a letter from William Ellis, M. D., Oglethorpe, Ga.]

It is my deliberate opinion, founded upon experience, that their ef-
fects in diminishing mortality is more than fifty to one, for, if properly
‘administered, the effect is to take away all fear from the patient, and
_ absolutely free the nervous system from itritation, and thereby prevent
any interruption in the various organs in performing their functions
naturally, and of course healthily.

In private praétice its most happy and beneficial effects is in obstet-
rics; nothing is or can be of $0-much value to a woman in labor in
proportion te the difficulty attending labor; so is its benefits, and if in
no other, in this class of cases alone; it is the greatest discovery in any
age of the world for the relief of suffering humanity; deprive me of its
benefits, and 1 should almest, if not altogether, abandon my profession.

. Hon. W. H. BisseELL. L WILLIAM ELLIS.
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